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The Middle School Student

On January 20, 2009, I observed two Shawnee Middle School students in Mrs. Griffey’s
eighth grade Spanish class. The young lady’s name was Kayla Ellenwood and the young man’s
name was Joshua Buchanan. As | was observing both students, | concentrated on their physical
and social characteristics and their behavior in class by comparing their similarities and
differences.

When it comes to basic physical characteristics of a middle school student, Kayla and
Joshua are great examples. Kayla is a Caucasian female with long, brown curly hair. She arrived
to class wearing a pair of blue jeans, a red and black shirt, black shoes, and a lovely silver peace
sign necklace. The other student, Joshua, is a Caucasian student with short, brown wavy hair.
Joshua entered the classroom also wearing a pair of jeans, but with a white racing t-shirt, black
skater shoes, and his student 1D card on a lanyard.

Both students were carrying large piles of books to their desks. Kayla’s books were
neatly stacked according to size and appeared to be well organized and treated well. Joshua’s
books were also in a mountainous pile, but not as organized as Kayla’s. His were more tattered
and there were random pages sticking out of his trapper keeper. He was definitely more relaxed
when it came to neatness.

The middle school students differed socially as well. During class, Kayla was a very
social student. She was constantly talking to her friends, asking to assist fellow students or the
teacher, participating in class, and raising her hand for questions. She paid attention during class
and her pen was in a constant state or rapidly writing down notes. When it was her turn to
present her project she seemed very proud of her work. It was clear to me that Kayla enjoys the
Spanish language and has learned a considerable amount in this class so far because her
pronunciation and grammar were phenomenal for only being in her first year of this language. |
was very impressed with her advanced skills. During the teacher’s instruction, she never let her
eyes wander around the room or get off task. Kayla was without doubt engaged in Mrs. Griffey’s
lesson; | never saw her head on her desk once. It is clear that she is an interpersonal learner as
well as a verbal/linguistic learner. If | had Kayla as a student, | would have to make sure that |
incorporate group work and verbal activities in order to engage her attention and for her to
master the given material.

Joshua, however, seems to be the exact opposite. He is a very reserved and quiet student.
During class, he rarely spoke to other students or the teacher, Mrs. Griffey. When the rest of the
class was working with partners, he still chose to work by himself and to go at his own pace.
Joshua seemed very shy and unsure of himself because when he would raise his hand in class, he
would not raise it very high. He did not ask others questions, but when spoken to Joshua would
answer keenly. He was constantly yawning in class and did not seem to be interested in the
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lecture-formatted lesson because he was looking everywhere except for where the teacher was.
For that majority of the class period, Joshua’s head was resting on his desk. He seemed to be
both uninterested and exhausted. This is an example of why it is not beneficial to judge someone
only one day; it is not known what the student has been through before entering the classroom.
From what | observed, Joshua appeared to be a very diligent intrapersonal learner. While doing
his work, he would refer to old worksheets and visual aid, leading me to believe that he is also a
visual learner. If | had Joshua as a student, | would need to include some adequate individual
work and incorporate powerful visual aid in my lessons in order for him to be able to
comprehend the information.

Even though Kayla and Joshua behave differently in class, they still have similarities.
Both students were eager to assist the teacher or to do class work. When it was time to turn in
their schoolwork, they would pass it in to Mrs. Griffey with a sense of satisfaction and pride. Just
because the students prefer to complete their work in a different manner does not mean that they
do not do the assignment well. The students mutually shared a passion for completing all work
on time and respecting their teacher. Neither of the two students that | observed said any rude
comments about the class or Mrs. Griffey. They both seemed to enjoy the class and be on top of
their obligations as students. Kayla and Joshua had all of the required materials for class
including their textbooks, paper, a writing utensil, and all schoolwork.

As | was observing Kayla and Joshua, | was also able to learn more about the middle
school environment. | now understand that how the different learning styles of students can all be
incorporated into one classroom. I realize how many different ways there are for students to
learn, behave, and respond to learning in the classroom. Each student has his or her own way of
portraying interest and noninterest. Some students choose to not respond to questions just to get
recognized by their peers. Others do not respond because they are simply not interested or unsure
of themselves and their answers. At the middle school age, students are going through many
changes. Most students at this level need extra motivation to concentrate while doing
schoolwork. This is a challenge that | will have to face if | choose to teach in the middle school
setting. Students at this age highly value the praise of the teacher as well as the praise and
acceptance of their peers. | noticed during my observation that learners will do almost anything
to feel valued. As a future educator, | vow to make my students feel as valuable as possible, no
matter what age level | am instructing. | believe that the only way to make all students feel
valuable is to involve all styles of learning. In my future classroom I will have equal
opportunities for all learning styles. All students are created equal and they must be treated as
such!
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