Krystle Jordan

Educational Psychology

September 14, 2008

High Stakes Assessment


High stakes assessments ask students to read and write in order to determine their abilities in academic areas and to establish whether students are progressing in schools. High stakes testing is one form of a high stakes assessment, and this is used to rank schools and students in their progress. These tests and assessments test each child based on what teachers are expected to teach students in order to create a stronger world for the future. The most common way of assessing students is through statewide testing. High stakes testing and assessments are a weak measure of students’ abilities at this point, but with reform they could be very useful in helping display students’ learning achievement and progress.  


As an Indiana resident, I remember taking the ISTEP every year in school, up until tenth grade. The ISTEP tests were always taken in the middle of September, when the school year was just beginning. This was a major weakness of the test because its aim is to measure students’ progress during the school years; however, after summer vacation, many students do not remember what they learned the previous year. They often still feel like it is summertime and they are anxious. While having the ISTEP in mid-September does provide students with enough time to review what they learned in school the previous year, it is not sufficient time to review everything, and the basics are not always enough to get a student through this test. Recently, the legislators have decided to place the ISTEP in the early spring, so that the students will only take the test after the school year has been nearly completed. The schools will not have had a three-month break, before being tested on what they have learned. “The change was adopted in the hope that spring tests will be a better indicator of student achievement.” (Kaukas). Only time will tell if moving this test will help. 


While the ISTEP testing problem is not a national problem, there are other problems with statewide testing that are, and one of those is the fact that there is no way to prepare ahead of time, for students. For teachers, the only way to prepare is to teach the standards according to what will be on the test. Parents can only prepare their children by making sure they get sleep and eat well the morning of their test. There is no way to be sure that the student understood the material, until the test results come have been received. Sometimes, a school can teach the children everything that is expected, and try as hard as they can to help the students learn what they need to learn, and the children just do not understand. State testing does not provide students with a way to study or to practice taking the test. Children do not always do well with taking tests, but they do know the material. So a practice test can help these children so that they can walk into the test, confident that they will pass, because they have practiced. 


Another problem is that standardized testing does not account for disabilities, so children with a “moderate handicap” are expected to take the same exact test as students that are not handicapped at all. A student with dyslexia will be required to take the same test as the child in the next row, whom has no learning disability whatsoever. The child with dyslexia may not have learned everything that the other child was able to pick up on, and so he does not do as well on the state testing. A child with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder will not be able to focus during a four hour test in the same way that a child without ADHD will be able. The testing should allow for the handicaps and disabilities of students, but instead data is disaggregated so that every little piece of data is scrutinized. “Students who qualify for special education must have goals and objectives that match their learning levels incorporated into their individualized education programs, but No Child Left Behind requires that these students meet the same standards as students without disabilities.” (Snowman, 530). So students are learning directly to their abilities in the classroom, but are being tested in a completely different way. 


High stakes assessments will require reform to test students’ achievements and abilities accurately and fairly. With reform, these assessments may be beneficial to students, teachers, and schools. However, only time will tell.  
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