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Habitats



QUIZ!!!!!!!

1) WHERE IS THE ARCTIC TUNDRA LOCATED?
2)HOW MUCH RAIN IN CENTEMETERS DOES IT GET?
3) WHAT IS THE COLDEST TEMPERATURE THE 
TUNDRA REACHES?
4)HOW MANY SEASONS DOES THE TUNDRA HAVE?
5) NAME ALL THE ANIMALS YOU CAN THINK OF THAT 
LIVE IN THE TUNDRA?



ANSWERS

The arctic tundra is located around the North 
Pole. 
Latitude/Longitude = 71.2o N; 156o W
Did you know that the Arctic Tundra is the 
world's youngest biome? It was formed 10,000 
years ago. 



RAIN

Rainfall in many arctic regions totals six to ten 
inches a year, including melted snow. This is 
less rain than falls on some of the world's 
greatest deserts!
Much of the arctic has rain and fog in the 
summer. In spite of the low annual rainfall, 
arctic lands may be very wet underfoot because 
the moisture evaporates slowly and drainage 
conditions are poor.



HOW COLD IS THE TUNDRA?

-Temperatures during the 
arctic winter can dip to -
60 F (-51 C)! The average 
temperature of the 
warmest month is 
between 50 F (10 C) and 
32 F (0 C). Sometimes as 
few as 55 days per year 
have a mean temperature 
higher than 32 F (0 C). 
The average annual 
temperature is only 10 to 
20F (-12C to -6C).

http://images.google.com/url?q=http://gallery.maiman.net/d/9771-2/arctic.png&usg=AFQjCNGOeZY2GbsFqRra_c6Q2j_GQDnH-Q


SEASONS IN THE TUNDRA

Winter
The average annual 
temperature is -18° F (-
28° C). Nights can last for 
weeks when the sun barely 
rises during some months 
in the winter, and the 
temperature can drop to -
94° F (-70° C). 

Summer
During the summer the sun 
shines almost 24 hours a 
day, which is why the Arctic 
is also called the Land of the 
Midnight Sun. Summer are 
usually warm. Temperatures 
can get up to 54° F (12° C), 
but it can get as cold as 37°
F (3° C). Average summer 
temperatures range from 
37° to 60°F (3° to 16°C). 



ANIMALS IN THE TUNDRA

Polar Bear 
Arctic Fox
Snowy Owl
Beluga Whale



POLAR BEARS

The polar bear wanders 
over a larger area than 
any other bear and, of 
course, swims well. 

The polar bear eats 
seals, fish, seabirds, 
arctic hares, caribou, and 
musk oxen. In the 
summer it also eats 
berries and leaves of 
tundra plants. 



ARCTIC FOX

The arctic fox has well-
furred feet. It feeds on 
ground-dwelling birds, 
lemmings and other small 
rodents and also eats the 
leftovers from polar bear 
kills.

arctic foxes do not 
hibernate and can 
withstand temperatures as 
low as -50 degrees C (-58 
degrees F). 

A litter is born in May or 
June. They are cared for by 
both parents.



SNOWY OWL

-The snowy owl is a large 
species with distinctive, 
mainly white plumage
-It usually hunts during 
the day and takes prey up 
to the size of arctic hares 
and lemmings, ducks and 
gulls.
-Up to 15 eggs may be 
laid if food supplies are 
particularly good.  The 
male brings the food to 
the female as she 
hatches the eggs for 33 
days!



BELUGA WHALE

-Beluga means "white one" in 
Russian. 
-The beluga was called a 
"sea canary" because of all 
the sounds that it makes.
-Because of its curved mouth 
people think it is always 
smiling. 
-They travel together in pods 
Belugas feed on fish, squid, 
octopus and other sea 
creatures. 
-There main enemy is the 
Killer Whale.
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PLANTS

-. The plants growing in the tundra are often 
small and grow close to the ground
-The tundra landscape is often covered with 
rocks, such as in this picture. The constant 
freezing and thawing in the tundra helps to 
break the rocks into smaller pieces



LICHENS

-Lichens are 
unusual 
organisms that 
often grow on 
exposed rock 
surfaces. They are 
composed of a 
fungus and an 
algae living and 
growing together.

http://images.google.com/url?q=http://www.naturalsciences.org/education/treks/journaling_06/images/lichens.jpg&usg=AFQjCNF3N-kYq_9bGRjtiQxqdz33hC5Y6A
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Wetlands are lands where saturation 
with water is the dominant factor 

determining the nature of soil development 
and the types of plant and animal 

communities living in the soil and on its 
surface. 

vary widely because of differences in soils, topography, climate, 
water chemistry, vegetation, and other factors

found from the tundra to the tropics and on every continent 
except Antarctica.



Main goal is to 
control water 
systems
Acts like a sponge 
and hold in water 
when excess and 
releases when 
needed
Purifies the water
control erosion 

recycles nutrients 
which is critical  to 
functioning of earth
acts as a migration 
stop
reproduction ground 
for animals of other 
habitats



Slow moving streams, 
rivers, or isolated 
depressions that host 
trees and some shrubs
Around the perimeters of 
rivers and streams 
Main water source from 
the excess water
Flooded or extremely 
saturated soil 
Excellent living conditions 
for a variety of living 
things



WILDLIFE

Freshwater Shrimp
Crayfish
Clams
Wood Ducks
River Otters
Cottonmouth Snakes
Insects
American Crocodile

VEGETATION 

Red Maple
Oak
Cypress
Willows
Western Hemlock 

http://www.animationlibrary.com/animation/29888/Leaves_fall/
http://www.animationlibrary.com/animation/29888/Leaves_fall/


An inland area 
flooded with 1–6 feet 
of water, containing 
a variety of grasses, 
flowers, and bushes
Water supply from 
surface water and 
groundwater
Excellent soil 
condition



WILDLIFE

Herons
Egrets
Moorhens
Duck and Geese
Muskrats
Minks
Otters
Raccoons
Opossums 
snakes
salamanders

VEGETATION 

Cattails
Saw grass
Water Lily
Pickerel Weed
Spike Rush
Bulrush

http://www.animationlibrary.com/animation/29888/Leaves_fall/
http://www.animationlibrary.com/animation/29888/Leaves_fall/


Spongy peat deposits, 
acidic waters, and a 
floor covered by a 
thick carpet of moss
Cooler temperatures 
and high amounts of 
precipitation and 
humidity 
Main source of water 
from precipitation 
High amount of acid 
producing unique 
plants



WILDLIFE

Moose
Deer
Lynx
Sand Hill Crane
Sora Rail
Salamanders
great gray owl

VEGETATION 

Cotton grass
Cranberry
Blueberry
Pine
Carnivorous Sundew
Labrador Tea
Tamarack

http://www.animationlibrary.com/animation/29888/Leaves_fall/
http://www.animationlibrary.com/animation/29888/Leaves_fall/


A Peat-forming area that 
receives nutrients from 
sources other than 
precipitation
Less acidic
Covered by grasses, 
sedges, rushes, and 
wildflowers
Cooler areas with high 
amounts of precipitation 
and humidity
Water source upslope 
sources, surrounding 
soils, and groundwater 
movement



WILDLIFE

Metalmark
Spotted Turtle
Leafhopper
Angular Spittlebug
Tamarack tree cricket
Blazing Star Borer
Red-legged Spittlebug
Box turtle 

VEGETATION

Showy Lady’s-Slipper
Hardstem bulrush
Three-square
Lake sedge
Water sedge, 
cattail
Common arrowhead 

http://www.animationlibrary.com/animation/29888/Leaves_fall/
http://www.animationlibrary.com/animation/29888/Leaves_fall/
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