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	“As a virtue, respect has been sought after historically in education” (Miller). In their article, “Creating Respectful Classroom Environments,” Regina Miller and Joan Pedro discuss the importance of teaching students the virtue of respect. They point out that the concept of respect today has changed from what it was years ago. In the past, children were taught to simply respect someone because of their age or position of authority; however, today, many influences such as family, friends, television, and music portray respect in a different light. Because children receive diverse ideas of respect, it is imperative that teachers consistently expose students to situations that correctly depict respectful behavior. The article provides tips for educators on how to incorporate such lessons into the classroom and explains the significance of creating respectful classroom environments.
	Miller and Pedro make it clear that they are not the only ones who think respectful classrooms are necessary. They point out that the U.S. Department of Education has already funded character education programs in twelve states (Miller). Although the programs have not been evaluated yet, “many schools boast of improvements in students’ performance and behaviors” (Miller). Furthermore, in his book, Fundamentals of Early Childhood Education, George Morrison also highlights the growing importance of character education in schools today. He says that respect and responsibility have become an element of the primary curriculum. Students who feel respected, say Miller and Pedro, are more likely to be open-minded and unafraid to share their ideas. For this reason, I will strive for and teach my students respect in my future classroom. I believe that voicing one’s opinion and participating in class discussions is a great learning tool, and I want to create an environment that encourages my students to be involved.
	In order to construct such an atmosphere, teachers must follow certain guidelines. The article includes tips such as having a thorough knowledge of students, modeling respectful behavior, and being consistent with rules regarding student interaction. Familiarity with children and the community helps prevent educators from making incorrect assumptions that may cause disrespect. According to the article, “When teachers
understand the community surrounding the school and the demands on the lives of the children they teach, they will be more respectful of the burdens some children face each day” (Miller). Moreover, Miller and Pedro explain the importance of teachers’ behavior on the students’ attitudes toward respect. If the children see their teacher being rude to another staff member or a parent, they are likely to use similar attitudes toward their peers. The authors draw attention to the fact that “children thrive on sincerity;” they are likely to follow a rule that they observe the teacher breaking (Miller). As a future educator, it will be my responsibility to behave in an ethical manner at all times, even when I am not in the classroom setting. By modeling respectful behavior I will show my students how I expect them to act. 
	In addition to demonstration of respect, Miller and Pedro advise teachers to be consistent with discipline. They encourage educators to “respond immediately and to send a firm message that they will not tolerate or accept disrespect and incivility in their classrooms” (Miller). Students are less likely to follow rules if they think they can get away with breaking them, so teachers need to make their rules clear and enforce them consistently. What is more, students are very observant and will readily call attention to contradictory actions. For example, my sixth-grade teacher was one who had favorites, and I just happened to be one. She would always let me get by with behavior that the boys in my class would be scolded for doing, and they were the first ones to loudly claim unfair punishment. The boys had less respect for the teacher because of her inconsistent discipline. For that reason, in my future classroom, I plan on having a small set of rules that will be constantly enforced on a daily basis regardless of which student disobeys.
	Throughout their article, Miller and Pedro explain the importance of creating a respectful classroom environment. They include benefits that come from teaching students respect such as an atmosphere that encourages children to have an open-mind and feel comfortable sharing their ideas. In order to create such a classroom, the authors provide many tips for educators. They suggest knowing students and the community well so as to not make assumptions, modeling ethical behavior such as respect that is expected from the children, and consistently enforcing rules. Although character education may seem trivial compared to subjects like math and science, the article suggests that a respectful classroom sets the pace for how students will behave in all aspects of their education. It is apparent that children are more likely to pay attention and learn in environments where respect is considered a virtue.
	
	
