	
	Unacceptable (1)
	Weak (2)
	Acceptable (3)
	Extraordinary (4)

	Mammals: Three Interesting Facts
	Students did not select three different mammals, and did not write three facts on each of them
	Students select one mammal and write three interesting facts on just that one mammal.
	Students select two mammals and write three interesting facts on each of them.
	Students successfully select all three mammals and write three interesting facts on each of them.

	New Vocabulary Words
	Students fill out two definitions accurately
	Students fill out three definitions accurately
	Students fill out four definitions accurately
	Students successfully fill out all five definitions accurately

	Unique Characteristics Identification
	Students identify no unique characteristics about the mammals in the text.
	Students identify some characteristics of the mammals, but do not explain how these characteristics might help the mammals in their travels
	Students identify unique characteristics of mammals, but only partially explain how these unique characteristics might be helpful to the animal 
	Students correctly identify unique characteristics of the mammal, and completely describe and give solid ideas on how these unique characteristics might help the mammal in their travels and adventures.

	Microsoft Word Journal Entry
	Journal entry describes and details no challenges that the mammals in the book faced
	Journal entry describes the challenges that 1-2 of the mammals in the book faced
	Journal entry describes the challenges that 3-4 of the mammals in the book faced.
	Journal entry describes some of the challenges that each of the mammals in the book faced, along with answering the question as to if some of the mammals faced more challenges than others

	National Geographic Mammal Find and Paragraph(s) writing
	Students do not find all the mammals that were in the book and do not write two paragraphs with at least two interesting facts about each of the mammals
	Students find the mammals on the website that were in the book, but do not successfully write two paragraphs with at least two interesting facts about them
	Students find the mammals that were listed in the book, successfully write the two paragraphs about each mammal, but do not include at least two interesting facts about each.
	Students find each mammal that was listed in the book, write two paragraphs about each, and within those paragraphs include at least two interesting facts on them.
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