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The concept of donating a human organ upon death has long been established.  Transplantation from one deceased person to a sick human being - with the anticipation of extending or enhancing life - has been done since 1954, when the first successful kidney transplant was performed by Dr. Joseph E. Murray.
  The ideas of transplanting tissue and organs originated in the late 1800’s.  Since then, the United States has developed a system that organizes donors and recipients according to need and availability through a large national registry.  However, there is a need for a world-wide organ donor program.  Establishing a world-wide registry organization would open the door to new harvesting opportunities.  Gathering organs globally, rather than primarily in western countries, provides possibilities of procuring more needed organs at the right time for ailing victims.  
The concept of selling an organ to the “highest bidder” is a newer concept, but has significant impact on the world of organ donors and recipients.  It would be in society’s best interest to ban illegal (black market) organ trade world-wide.  Instead, society should standardize a legal non-profit system that would regulate organs to meet the needs of all people regardless of economic class, 
political alliance or any other aspect that could segregate the recipients from each other.  
People in the United States are dying daily for lack of needed organs. In Indiana alone “there are 579 residents waiting for organs.  On average, 17 people on the national waiting list die each day.”
  The current standard of living with medical and technological advances results in lower death rates.  People are living longer and more organs are needed to keep them alive and well.  Medical technology increases the possibilities for more transplants to take place, but the availability of viable organs is the issue.  In the United States the quantity of organs demanded has gone up while its supply has gone down.  
Although organs are donated, recipients are required to pay substantial fees and meet stringent guidelines which determines, to some degree, who gets a transplant.  Since guidelines and transplant centers have their own rules for who is eligible or not, many recipients do not meet all the requirements.  This leaves recipients no choice but to go to “black market” methods of gathering organs to save their own lives.  Cost can go a long way.  For example; complications after surgery, chance of rejection, and length of time in the hospital can all add up for the recipient.  Alone, the average cost for a Heart transplant is $148,000, Kidney transplants $51,000, Liver transplant $235,000, Pancreas transplant $70,000 and a Heart/Lung transplant runs $210,000.  Most transplants are covered by private health insurances, but for those that don’t qualify insurance are left to die because of inability to pay or do not meet the rules and regulations set by local or federal governments.
    
A world-based plan is necessary to meet the ongoing needs for organ transplants because world-wide demand continues to be greater than quantity supplied, resulting in critical difficulties.  With organ donating as the primary source, society is faced with massive illegal profiteering.  Those who can afford to purchase an organ will do that, while those who cannot afford such a purchase will die.  Furthermore, those who can sell an organ for money may do so either willingly or unwillingly; money becomes the incentive for the donor.  Additionally, doctors could deem patients “brain dead” to harvest organs, when in fact there is a viable chance of life.  Organs could be stolen from the dead without permission of family or guardians and people could be left untreated when their organs could be sold at a reasonable profit.  Humans are creative when the stakes are high.
Even if society comes up with a “plan” for giving and receiving organs there may still be a shortage of organs available.  However, legalizing the payment for organs under a strict “plan” could potentially increase the organ supply.  This “plan” would be closely regulated to guarantee that the large recipient population would not be excluded from receiving organs because of lack of financial resources.  A legalized non-profit market for donors might standardize or eliminate the “black market” buyers and sellers of organs.  If the legalized market would be the only legitimate harvesting and placement of organs throughout the world, with very careful and stringent guidelines, people might be more willing to operate within the system.  Doctors would not be allowed to perform transplants on anyone outside of the legalized market of donors.  The funding for this transplant organization would be supported by an increase in insurances, taxes and donations.  No recipient would be denied because of inability to pay.  The organs would be available at a price that most people can afford with or without insurance.  It is hoped that there would be little or no need for black market profiteering when the demand is met through legal methods.  In addition, the risk of performing an illegal transplant for doctors and other medical personnel would be stiff enough (for example loss of license to practice medicine) to deter them from operating outside of the transplant organization.  The buying and selling of organs outside of the legal organization would also cause severe punishment for offenders’ actions. 

The issue of organ transplants is vastly different from other markets because it actually deals with life and death.  At this time, medical guidelines for organ transplants are written by the board of directors in each hospital and transplant centers, therefore individual patients receive different treatments.  In addition, when the hospitals and centers join organ donor and transplant lists the doctors must abide by the rules and regulations overseeing that program.  With a world-wide organ program the rules would be consistent for all participating doctors and hospitals.      

People are uneducated regarding the removal of an organ and its impact on the body.   Many donors out side the United States are desperate enough to receive payment for their organs (to make money) without consideration of ensuing long-term effects of their own health.  The general population is ill informed about how the procurement of an organ takes place.  This puts the donors and recipients in a position of having to make major decisions on top of the emotional turmoil.  Often the emotions of the situation cloud the reality of making sound decisions.  The recipients are put in a position of hoping someone dies in time to provide their needed organs.  And donors are asked to give an organ of a loved one to someone else.  There is great guilt and confusion for both recipients and donors.

Our government also has been reluctant to do anything about the supply/demand difficulties surrounding this issue.  President Bush states that a ban on the procedure of creating human embryos through cloning should be viewed as “morally wrong”, or “bad public policy”.  His conviction is that it leads to immoral use of scientific knowledge.
  In fact, the United States government leaders want cloning to be banned for fear that human beings will be “grown for spare parts and children are engineered to custom specifications.”
    
Even thought there is a ban on human cloning, scientist continue to research and develop ways to use species to human transplantation called xenotransplatation.  This procedure would use other animal’s organs and transplant them into human beings.  Although it has not been widely used or particularly successful, the scientists believe it would give humans an unlimited supply of organs without facing the difficulties of human to human transplants.  Animal rights activists are definitely against such research although others are encouraged with the concept of unlimited supplies.
 
The only hope to increase supply to meet demand is by setting up a system that allows for research and development that regulates the price for non-profit transplantation of organs and develops education and awareness of both donating and receiving organs.  This system must be world-wide and
involve very strict implementation including only one way a transplant can take place legally.  
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