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Diversity Workshop:

We must not only learn to tolerate our differences.  We must welcome them as the richness and diversity which can lead to true intelligence.

-Albert Einstein

This workshop was designed to provide learning experiences on the issues of “stereotyping, prejudice, gender, race, heritage, family roles, religion, age, sexual orientation, nationality, geographical region, economic class, job, and physical capabilities” (Gary Zimmerman).  All the above issues where discussed in challenging the members of this workshop in creating skills and resources to assist in eliminating these issues in present life situations.  


In this workshop, the members of this group worked through a variety of mini-lectures, open discussions, and experiential exercises.  Students studied and learned about their own and other identity groups evaluate past information and misinformation others have given about certain individuals, and which groups have been targets of discrimination.  Students also had the opportunity to hear personal stories of discrimination in a community setting, and learned what options are available when confronted with prejudicial comments and jokes that are said.  
The most important thing that I brought away from the diversity workshop is that everybody faces diversity issues on some level.  We are born into this world innocent and vastly different from one another.  It is hard to face that we as a humans have created such hate/fear to divide ourselves from one another.  We as a human race have created walls between countries, we divide colors of people, we created justified genocide, we hold holy wars over ethical beliefs, we make assumptions against a person’s sexual orientation because the cloths they wear or who they might talk to.  We create hate/fear over what we think is right or the way it should be.   All of our interpretations of pass information/misinformation have lead the human race to hate/fear one another.  Whether it’s right or wrong, the hate/fear needs to stop for all of us to live and be together as one.  

This world was created for all man kind, not just one race, or just one color, but for all.  This workshop made members step back and look at themselves.  It points out that each of us has differences within, and we do not want those differences to be targeted.  We learn that we need to except others for who there are not what they are.  
The challenge that the members of this group face know, is educating others.   We have learned that we must educate acceptance; to manage, to understand others, and to create cooperation among a variety of individuals and groups that face diversified issues.  We must teach our young the importance of diversity.  We must correct past to challenge our hopes for a better future.  We must all learn to change to make this planet called earth feel like home!    

It is time for parents to teach young people early on that in diversity there is beauty and there is strength.  We all should know that diversity makes for a rich tapestry, and we must understand that all the threads of the tapestry are equal in value no matter their color

-Maya Angelou

