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Textbook Information/Course Information

NAME OF COURSE/GRADE LEVEL:

10th grade English Literature

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:

This course is designed to help students come to a better understanding of literature and English language.  It works on basic reading comprehension, oral skills, and writing techniques.  

NAME OF CHAPTER/UNIT:

Collection 5:  Becoming Myself

DESCRIPTION OF CHAPTER/UNIT:

This unit is about defining who one is as a person and the steps that one may go through.  It follows many different authors on personal journeys of growth at several stages in life.  This unit is used to relate literature back to student lives and the changes they are going through at this time.  It is to help students understand how each experience shapes and defines who one is now and who they are to become later in life.

TITLE OF TEXTBOOK:

Elements of Literature:  Fourth Course with Readers in World Literature

NAME(S) OF AUTHOR(S)/EDITOR(S):

Holt, Rinehart and Winston

NAME OF PUBLISHING COMPANY:

Harcourt Brace & Company

COPYRIGHT DATE:

2000

READING LEVEL OF TEXTBOOK:


According to the Fry Readability Graph this textbook comes in at the seventh grade reading level.
Philosophy of Reading in Content Area:

Becoming Myself Unit

State Standards Used in Unit:
10.1.2 Distinguish between what words mean literally and what they imply, and interpret what words imply.

10.3.3 Evaluate interactions between characters in a literary text and explain the way those

interactions affect the plot.

10.3.4 Analyze characters’ traits by what the characters say about themselves in narration, 
dialogue, and soliloquy (when they speak out loud to themselves).

10.3.6 Evaluate an author’s development of time and sequence, including the use of complex literary devices, such as foreshadowing (providing clues to future events) or flashbacks (interrupting the sequence of events to include information about an event that happened in the past).

10.3.7 Interpret and evaluate the impact of ambiguities, subtleties, contradictions, ironies, and inconsistencies in a text.

10.3.8 Explain how voice and the choice of a narrator affect characterization and the tone, plot, and credibility of a text.

10.3.11 Evaluate the aesthetic qualities of style, including the impact of diction and figurative 
language on the tone, mood, and theme.

10.3.12 Analyze the way in which a work of literature is related to the themes and issues of its 
historical period.

10.4.1 Discuss ideas for writing with classmates, teachers, and other writers and develop drafts alone and collaboratively.

10.4.2 Use precise language, action verbs, sensory details, appropriate modifiers, and the active rather than passive voice.
10.4.10 Review, evaluate, revise, edit, and proofread writing using an edit checklist.

10.4.11 Apply criteria developed by self and others to evaluate the mechanics and 


content of writing.  

10.4.12 Provide constructive criticism to other writers with suggestions for improving organization, tone, style, clarity, and focus; edit and revise in response to peer reviews of own work.

10.5.1 Write biographical or autobiographical narratives or short stories that:

· Describe a sequence of events or communicate the significance of the events to the audience

· Locate scenes and incidents in specific places

· Describe with specific details the sights, sounds, and smells of a scene and the specific actions, movements, gestures, and feelings of the characters; in the case of short stories or autobiographical narratives, use interior monologue to show characters feelings 

· Pace the presentation of actions to accommodate change in time and mood.
10.5.2 Write a response to literature that:

· Demonstrate a comprehensive grasp of the significant ideas of literary works

· Support important ideas and viewpoints through accurate and detailed references to the text or the other works

· Demonstrate awareness of the author’s style and an appreciation of the effects created

· Identify and assess the impact of ambiguities, nuances, and complexities within the text

· Extend writing by changing mood, plot, characterization, or voice.

10.5.8 Writing for different purposes and audiences, adjusting tone, style, and voice as 

appropriate.

Importance of Unit:

The unit entitled Becoming Myself is very important for many reasons.  Students who read this unit come to a better understanding of the significance lying in autobiographical works.  People choose to write autobiographies for many reasons.  The unit looks at autobiographies of both famous and slightly known authors; students come to the understanding that people change as they move through their lives.  The unit Becoming Myself helps students realize the broad and limitless scope of writing and self-definition.


Students write throughout this unit as a way of sharing an experience no one else knows about as intimately as they, their lives.  It is a unit designed to allow students to practice self-description and to explore how they are defining who they are and who they want to become.  This unit opens the mind to allow one’s imagination to run free with descriptions that come alive to a reader.  Students learn that writing is boundless and can offer a shared or private freedom to grow as an individual.  

Why Content Area Reading is Important:

Reading in a specific content area is important to both students and teachers.  Reading in the content area helps both students and teachers excel at what they do and open their lives to the immense stores of knowledge to be discovered and explored.  Students investigate the world on a guided tour as they progress through school; teachers continue to expand their horizons, find new and exciting material, and bring new perspectives to the classroom as they read in their content area.  


Teachers who have read in their content area have the ability to share with students their findings in an interesting and passionate way.  A student who sits in class and can hear the mystery unfold before them while listening to something being described or discussed is more likely to look into the topic further on their own, or at least show more enthusiasm for the topic in class.  Students hear the excitement a teacher has about a subject and immediately translate this into whether a subject will be boring or worthwhile.  Students who deem something worthwhile are more likely to succeed at what they try because they are interested.  Interest is the key to opening up the door of knowledge.


In order for teachers to open the door of knowledge for students they need to be well read in their content area.  Students who are interested in a subject ask probing questions while searching for answers.  Teachers need to be able to answer these questions, or at least direct students in the right direction to finding out more about the topic.  A teacher who is well versed in his/her subject area also has the ability to explain in-depth and give different perspective on many topics of interest.  The more areas of interest a teacher recognizes from his/her students the more they can pull in from their reading, the more interesting and enthusiastic the class will be.  


Both students and teachers will gain a sense of satisfaction with the class if they are well read in the content area.  Sharing ideas of interest and being able to explain them in-depth makes students feel prepared to face the world around them when they step outside the classroom door.  Students will also feel a satisfaction with having learned something new and being able to apply it, not just believe it is worthless knowledge; no knowledge is worthless.  Teachers who help students to succeed will work to maintain the same level of interaction in their classroom.  The degree of satisfaction one finds in watching a student succeed is unmatched when that student leaves the classroom racing toward new discoveries that have been unveiled and made a candle burn brightly ahead.

Becoming Myself Unit:

Annotated Bibliography for Related Readings

Bronte, Charlotte (1997).  Jane Eyre.  New York:  Signet Classic.


This novel is about female independence.  Jane Eyre struggles against the nurses at Gateshead Hall but finds her inner strength when she arrives at Lockwood Institute.  Her education there taught her to value herself and to never become dependent on another person, even a husband.  She seeks her own fortune from her uncle and states, “I am my own mistress,” when she receives it, even after her marriage to Rochester.

Dickens, Charles (1991).  David Copperfield.  New York:  Knopf.


This is the recollection of a man’s childhood as he remembers it.  The novel describes how David Copperfield was abused as a child and struggles with foolhardy decisions and prejudice towards lower classes.  Copperfield, however, remains an idealist as he grows up and does not give up on his dream of finding true love.  Though it takes many tries, he eventually finds his soul mate.  

Hughes, Langston (1932).  The dream keeper and other poems [by] Langston Hughes; 
with illustrations by Brian Pinkney.  New York:  Knopf.


This is a book of poetry and illustrations that recount some of Hughes’ most famous work.  Hughes writes about life growing up as a young black man in New York and the situations he encounters.  His poetry has a way of coming off of the page to be so alive that it can touch anyone who is willing to listen.

Huxley, Elizabeth (2000).  The Flame Trees of Thika.  New York:  Penguin Books.


This is a biographical tale of a young pioneer girl and her parents as they begin new lives in Africa.  It regales the reader with tales of growing up among the Masai and Kikuyu tribes and how scary a jungle can be.  The girl also teaches the reader about pioneering life as she knows it; things such as living in huts made of grass and eating off of traveling trunks with cloth thrown over them create unique twists to the story.

Marchetta, Melina (2004).  Saving Francesca.  New York:  Random House.


This is a story about a young girl, Francesca, who is more like her mother than she wants to admit.  When an all-boys school opens up to girls Francesca’s mother enrolls her and sends her off to become the best she can be.  As Francesca struggles with depression from being torn from her friends and watching her family crumble around her she realizes that the only way to save herself, her friends, and her family is by opening up to the school and becoming a part of her new surroundings.

Shaw, George Bernard (2003).  Pygmalion:  A Romance in Five Acts.  London:  Penguin 
Books.


This is a play about how one man, Professor Henry Higgins, insists that he can pass off a Cockney flower girl as a duchess with only a few weeks of intensive training.  The claim is made that people can change how others perceive them by understanding the cues they give off as to how they expect to be treated and to what social class they belong.  The way a person carries them self can be changed by their understanding what it is they are doing in order to live up to others expectations.  The only people who will not be fooled by changes like these are those who have known one from the beginning.

Zindel, Paul (1993).  The Pigman and Me.  New York:  Bantam Books.


This is a brief autobiography of Zindel.  In it, he details the one year turning point in his adolescent life.  In this account he tells of how he and his mother moved from an apartment into a house with another single mother.  The stability that came with this move proved to be too good to last, however.  The problems that occur between him, his mother, and the other single mother, Connie, remind the reader of how important stability in life is while growing up.

All of the works that I have mentioned will aid in the teaching of the Becoming Myself Unit.  These works help students to relate the book readings back to true life stories and adventures.  They also give students prime examples of autobiographical works.

All of the works on this list portray different aspects of life as seen by those who wrote or are portrayed.  This unit is designed to help students learn about whom they are and what they want to become.  Each of these works allows student’s to see others lives and what they deem important.  They will also help students to look back through their lives and pick out an important moment that they would like to write about in their autobiographies.  All of the works express opinions on the way lives are lived and share important view points that the students will be able to relate to.

Becoming Myself Unit:
Reflection Paper


Writing this unit has been one of the biggest learning experiences of my life.  It has taught me how to take into account the ability levels of all students and modify lessons for those who struggle.  I have learned many different teaching techniques and methods to be used to gain student interest and aid in comprehension.  All students deserve a fair chance at success and this unit has taught me how to design creative lessons that spark student interest.  


One of my greatest passions is reading.  Becoming an English teacher has always been my dream so that I could share my passion and help students to succeed.  This unit has taught me how important it is to break stories down into smaller pieces so that struggling students will understand the power behind each work.  Reading is a great way to gain new knowledge and becoming well-versed is a must in today’s society.  


As reading is becoming more a necessity in today’s society than ever, this unit has taught me just how many different learning styles and exceptionalities students in my classroom will have.  Not all students learn the same way in which I do, and this became very apparent as I tried to write engaging lesson plans.  Engaging lesson plans draw in student interests and make the class more likely to retain the information taught.  This was stressed throughout the content reading of this class.  


I also learned through the content reading in this class that reciprocal teaching charts, cooperative student groups, and anticipatory activities are a great way to stimulate student’s minds.  Reciprocal teaching charts structure student reading and force them to think through what they are seeing on the page; forcing students to process the story by asking questions, predicting, and clarifying as they read.  Cooperative groups hold students accountable for work by assigning different roles to each student within the group.  I had not thought about this technique until reading the content books in this class.  I believe it is a great way to hold students accountable for work and helping struggling students.  Cooperative groups also force students to participate in activities because they have a specific role to fulfill and will not be only letting down themselves but their peers if the do not complete the work required.  Anticipatory activities help to spark student interest at the beginning of a new activity or refresh an old idea.  I believe that they will help to introduce new ideas in a creative way that, when done correctly, can provide students with different perspectives on the topic to be discussed.


All of these things are ways to help exceptional students.  Each of these can be modified for those who struggle or need extra help.  I believe that reciprocal teaching charts, cooperative groups, and anticipatory guides can also serve as modifications in and of themselves for exceptional students.  Each of these activities allows exceptional students the ability to question what they do not understand and work at a pace that is conducive to their learning style.  Writing this unit has made me understand the importance of modifications for exceptional students.  I will work closely with exceptional students in my classroom to create lesson plans that help them to succeed.  A big key in this will be recognizing student interests and accounting for them to help them keep interest level high in what I will be teaching.


One of the most important things I have learned in this class is that not all students know how to take notes.  By teaching students how to create outlines I will be helping them to organize thoughts and ideas for the rest of their lives. Outlines are good for writing papers, giving speeches, taking notes, creating lists, and many more things.  Since outlines may be written formally or informally I believe that helping students to recognize the difference will allow them to see the value more fully.  Outlining will provide students with a means of organizing their thoughts, feeling, and activities throughout the rest of their lives.  


Just as teaching outlines to students will help them organize their lives it has helped me to write this unit.  I believe that writing this unit is a major part of my preparation to become a teacher and was a great learning experience.  I have learned just how powerful a teacher is in helping their students to succeed.  Making modifications is a necessity that can not be overlooked as students with exceptionalities struggle to succeed.  It is the teacher’s job to make traveling the road of knowledge a better experience for each student. 

