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Abstract


This is a project that details my work with a high school student.  I have tutored her for her 10th grade English class.  This provides a student profile, teacher interview, observation of the student during class, and nine short lesson plans with reflections on what happened in each.  The student’s heritage and bilingual abilities played a major role in determining the lessons to be presented at each meeting.  I have also attached examples of student work and a log of the hours spent working with or observing this student.

Student Profile


The student is a fifteen year old African American female.  She is in the 10th grade at Manchester High School.  She is originally from Sudan, Africa.  She moved to the United States in the elementary school.  English is her second language, and she has been learning English since before she moved to the United States.  Her English is very good in conversation; she struggles with Standard English in both written and formal speaking forms, though.  The student has motivational issues and does not always work to her ability level.  Her English could be much better if she applied herself and the knowledge that she already has.  She can describe grammar rules but does not apply them in writing or speaking.  She has trouble organizing her thoughts in a logical order when writing and does not appear to have any problems reading.  She does struggle to read aloud, however; she changes what is on the page to incorrect grammar when reading aloud.

Teacher Interview

1. What of some of the concerns you have for this student in your class?

A:  This student does not work as hard as she needs to go to an American college.  Knowing the expectations of her family and of herself this is hard to understand.  She emulates other American students and does not realize that these same students may not be passing the class and are not planning on going to college.

2. What are some of the difficulties she may be having?  Is there anything she especially struggles with?

A:  She especially struggles in writing.  She has a certain level of proficiency when in conversation but cannot maintain a high enough level of English to give a speech.  One wonders if she will pick up the necessary proficiency to attend school.  The question of if she might possibly also need formal training in English as a second language is a thought to consider also.  

3. What are some benefits you hope she will get out of this experience?

A:  She needs to learn fundamental things.  For example, essay structure and the Basic English concepts that she continually struggles with.  Also, realizing that if she cannot do work herself that she needs to seek out help from someone else.  This could mean asking the teacher, a teacher’s aid, her parents, or some other trusted adult; not asking another student.

4. Do you have any specific goals that I should be working towards while helping this student?

A:  She needs to learn to take initiative to get help when she needs it.  She also needs to feel a commitment to her education and to those helping her.  This experience needs to become a priority for her, and she needs to be thoughtful to those helping her and plan in advance, not always last minute.

5. Are there any ways you specifically try to help this student?  Anything you suggest I try while working with her?

A:  Help her to see how important it is that she lets her tutor know what actual assignment is so that they can work on the same wavelength.  Also, helping her to realize how important this tutoring is to her education and making her realize that it is worthwhile.  Time management is a crucial part of being successful in anything.  She is in a class with a lot of people who are failing and does not realize that not all students will be moving on to the next level like she seems to want too.  She sees the way these students act and assumes it is the way all American students act, not realizing this is not true.

6. Do you feel that this student always puts for her best effort or are there some motivational issues that account for her struggle in this area?

A:  She seems to be preoccupied with the people around her.  Based upon her family the assumption can be made that she is expected to go to college and does not realize that the way in which she is performing will not prepare her.  A lot of the motivational problems can probably be traced back to her emulating American students in the class and not understanding that this is not how successful students act in class and towards their schoolwork.  

Student Classroom Observation

Classroom Observation:

· She arrives three minutes late to class

· She sits in the front row, center seat

· Does not pay attention and has to ask a twice where to turn in her textbook

· Sits quietly while class talks around her

· Watches intently as students give speeches

· Easily distracted by talking around her

· Fidgets a lot, especially between speakers

· Watches people out the window as next speaker goes

· Intently works on filling out her evaluation of speech

· Sets down pen and respectfully watches next speech

· Finishes comment sheet as people are passing them in

· Asks teacher question because she thought she had done the wrong person

· Was not listening as people were assigned to each speech

· Has vocabulary book needed

· Has papers shoved in book

· Flips through vocabulary book instead of doing work assigned

· Flips through multiple pages as she tries to complete two exercises 

· Page 127 and Page 149

· Spends entire class leaning back and not sitting up straight

· Holds book on lap instead of sitting it on her desk

· Plays with her pen as she work

· Still has not answered anything

· Still flipping back and forth between pages

· Class whispering around her, she starts looking around and playing with hair instead of working

· Does not appear to really care all that much about the work

· Plays with her necklace

· Still has not answered anything

· Playing with pen a lot

· Answers a question finally

· Watches people around her

· Flips back and forth between pages again

· Players with her hair and pen

· Waves arms around

· Watches people around her

· Finally sits up and works at desk

· Talks to girl beside her

· Asks questions

· Other girl has talked entire time

· Answers some more questions

· Appears to be just guessing

· Adding more pages to her flipping

· Talks to people on other side of her

· When someone says something in analogy section does not make sense she starts talking

· People shout out answers and randomly she writes them down

· Asks people around her for answers
· Starts fidgeting a lot and does not pay attention at all

· Constantly looking around and playing with necklace

· Watching board and people walking around in the room

· Principle covering for teacher for a moment

· Finally starts working again but continues to flip pages

· Distracted as people get up to use Kleenexes, watches them instead of continuing to work

· Works for awhile and then starts looking around again

· Watches teacher as she comes back and watches other students

· Fidgets, leans back in chair, stretches, fidgets some more

· Sits up and starts working again

· As checking answers in class looks around instead of at her paper

· Changes answers she missed when paying attention

· Goes back to leaning in chair

· When asked to make a sentence to figure out analogy she just defines words

· Laughs and says “I don’t know!” before answers many times

· Answers question correctly when her turn to give answer

· Only missed one question total if raising hand for correct group

· Flips between pages as other students taking turns answering questions

· Fidgets a lot

· Looks around, watches as teacher scolds another student and tells her she cannot ever sleep in her class

· Looks around room

· Does not keep up with what page class is on as checking assignment

· Pays attention again

· Spends last part of class talking to people around her

· Turned in her journal so that in case she is on borderline for grade she might possibly be bumped up

· Pays attention during announcements

Tutoring Lesson Plan # 1

How to Write a Persuasive Essay

Goals:

· Understanding that a persuasive essay is a statement of one’s opinion in the third person.

· Learning how to choose a topic.

Materials Needed;

· Paper

· Pencil/pen

· Computer (if does not write well)

· Dictionary

· List of possible topics

Steps of Lesson/Activity:

· Look up the meaning of the word persuasive.

· Discuss what they feel persuasive means.

· Make sure student knows what third person narrative is.

· Talk about broad topics of interest.

· Make lists of ideas for topics of interest to see what student feels they know the most about.

· Choose a broad topic of interest and condense it into a small, structured point.

· Talk about what student feels they know or could talk about within smaller point.

· Choose final point that the student feels strongly about.

Reflection:


My student found choosing a broad topic of interest very easy.  The hardest part when working with my student was getting her to narrow down her topic and actually define what it was she wanted to talk about.  She referred many times to bullies and harassment but could not find a definitive difference between the two.  Once we started talking more she could define what each did, and we worked from her definitions of bullying and harassment to come up with ideas within the topic.  

She had a very hard time putting what she was saying down on paper.  She would tell me one thing and then write something completely different from what we had talked about down and not have any idea why when asked.  It was frustrating to watch her eyes light up with an idea and see her struggle to be able to tell me what she was thinking about.  Other times I got the feeling that she just assumed I would not understand what she was talking about, and she would not try to explain herself.  It was very difficult to not remind her that I was there to help her and could only do so if she tried to explain to me what she was thinking.

Tutoring Lesson Plan # 2:

Parts of an Essay

Goals:

· To identify the parts of a good essay and know what order they go in.

· To understand how the parts of a good essay fit together.

Materials Needed:

· Pencil/Pen

· Eraser

· Paper

· Computer (if does not write well)

· Notes on parts of essays

· Essay topic

Steps of Lesson/Activity:

· Ask students if they can list the parts of an essay are.

· Discuss their answer.

· Talk about introduction, body, and conclusion of essays.

· Discuss how introduction needs to have a thesis sentence.

· Analyze the purpose of a thesis sentence.

· Talk about how the body paragraphs need topic sentences and should be connected to each other through the last sentence in each paragraph.

· Discuss how the conclusion paragraph should wrap up the paper.  It must restate the thesis and should not introduce any new ideas.

· Go over any questions the student still has about writing an essay.

Reflection:


My student was able to list most parts of an essay once she thought about it; however, she was not fully sure of the purpose of these parts.  She had a very hard time grasping the fact that the conclusion paragraph should restate the thesis sentence and introduce no new concepts, thoughts, or ideas.  When we were working on the parts of an essay she was very unresponsive unless asked direct questions.  She was willing to listen to what I was saying but did not want to have to think about the parts of an essay on her own.  


It was an eye opening experience for me because the parts of an essay have been so engrained in my brain I forget that not everyone knows that there should be an introduction, body, and conclusion.  My student helped me to take a step back and remember that not everyone has written as many papers as I have and that they are still learning the actual writing process.  

Tutoring Lesson Plan # 3:

Writing Outlines and Thesis Statements

Goals:

· To write a topic outline for a persuasive paper based upon a thesis.

· To write a thesis for a persuasive essay.

Materials Needed:

· Pencil/Pen

· Paper

· Computer (if does not write well)

· Essay topic

· Example outline

· Example of a good thesis statement

Steps of the Lesson/Activity:

· Discuss the main points they want to focus on in their paper.

· Make bullet points with room underneath for each main point.

· Brainstorm ideas for each main point and write in corresponding section.

· Make sure ideas fall into correct categories and some examples are given.

· Decide in what order the categories should be arranged.

· Use the main topics to write a thesis sentence/statement.

Reflection:


The idea of writing an outline seemed completely new to my student.  When we were working on topics that she might like to talk about she had a very hard time breaking down her thoughts and being able to categorize them.  It was almost as if she could talk forever about the subject but would be happy to never write anything down.  It was really interesting to watch as she would categorize examples of bullies and harassment and then actually stop to re-think her choice and make the correct placement decision.  


I felt that discussing her ideas with her helped her to clarify what she was trying to say well enough to help her put them down on paper.  I believe that her background has had a major impact on her word choice and this is why she has such a hard time putting her thoughts down on paper.  When we finally did get an idea down in the correct category, I had to remind her that along with what she thought was going on, there had to be some sort of proof, or example, to back up her opinion.  She seemed to have forgotten everything we had talked about when we were discussing the parts of a good essay.  

Tutoring Lesson Plan # 4:

How to Edit a Paper

Goals:

· To learn how to edit a paper.

· To understand the differences between written and spoken language.

Materials Needed:

· Pencil/pen of  a different color

· Typed essay

· Quiet, non-distracting place to read aloud

· Dictionary and Thesaurus

· Notes from parts of a good essay

Steps of the Lesson/Activity:

· Talk about the differences between spoken and written language.  Make sure the student understands that standard written English is not the same as what they hear or speak.

· Ask student what they look for when editing a paper.  Make sure they mention grammar, word choice, and the parts of a good essay (introduction, body, conclusion paragraph, thesis statement, and topic sentences).

· Discuss the best ways of editing papers.  This may include peer editing and reading the paper aloud so that they can hear what they are seeing.

· Use a dictionary and a thesaurus to look for better word choices and to look up words that they do not understand the full meaning of.

· Go to a quiet place and proof the paper.  Reading it aloud to the student so that they can hear what they have written.  Make sure if there is an error they are asked what it is and how to correct it.  Explain any errors they do not understand and have them clarify any thoughts that are unclear.

· Take notes on grammar rules while editing.

Reflection:


When we were starting the process of editing my student’s persuasive essay, she had the attitude that only someone other than herself could edit the paper.  It was hard to get her to understand that she needed to do a beginning edit of her paper before she asked anyone else to look over it so that there would not be as many errors.  When we finally did begin the editing process, my student was very surprised to hear what she had written was so different from what she had meant to say.  


The editing process went very slowly because of spelling, grammar, and punctuation issues throughout the entire paper.  The whole experience of editing a paper with a bilingual speaker was thought provoking because I had never realized how much they struggled with Standard English before this point.  As we continued the editing process and I was questioning her as to how to correct some of her mistakes, it became apparent that she would know the grammar rules involved but not be able to comprehend how to use them correctly.  She might be able to explain what the rule was with some prompting but could not apply it to what she was writing.  The editing process became very tedious because we had to go over the same grammar rules in each paragraph and explain them every time.


I think the hardest part about helping my student with the editing process was being patient.  Hearing her ask the same grammar questions each paragraph, sometimes more than once a paragraph, and seeing her still have to stop and think about it for 2-3 minutes before we could move on to applying it to the next sentence was frustrating.  It was a very rewarding experience, however, when the paper was finally done with the first edit.

Tutoring Lesson Plan # 5:

Subject Verb Agreement

Goals:

· To help student understand how subject and verb must agree in standard written English.

· To help student understand how past and present tense affect subject verb agreement rules.

Materials Needed:

· Different color pen/pencil

· Essay for editing

· Possibly a book of grammar rules

· Examples of subject verb agreement

Steps of the Lesson/Activity:

· List different ways one can make subjects and verbs agree when using them in an essay.  Make sure student understand how the meaning of a sentence can be altered if the subject and verb do not agree.

· Read through the essay aloud so that the student can hear the subject verb agreement problems as they occur.

· Discuss why the essay sounds funny as read aloud.

· Pick out the subject and verb involved in the sentence.

· Discuss ways to make them agree and choose the best possible answer, keeping the meaning of the sentence the same.

· Take notes on different ways to make subjects and verbs agree as they occur in the essay.

Reflection:


While my student and I were editing her paper we came across many subject verb agreement errors.  She would read it aloud and not hear what was wrong with the agreement issues many times.  I think that her cultural background had a lot to do with why she struggled so much.  As we were working on the paper she would be able to explain what needed fixed if it was pointed out to her that the problem was subject verb agreement.  


I felt like we were making progress when about half way through the paper she was able to hear the subject verb agreement problems and pick them out on her own.  She still needed help on keeping the meaning of the sentence the same occasionally but it was a lot better than when we had started.  She also did much better in discussing the agreement errors as we progressed; she was able to describe the agreement issue was a problem within the context of both the sentence and paragraph.


The most frustrating part of the lesson was when we reviewed it the next day she once again could not hear the difference.  I had felt like she had made a lot of progress one night and then the next it was gone.  Sometimes I wonder if she just has a problem applying herself to her work.  I believe that she is really smart and could do the work easily on her own if she slowed down and took her time.

Tutoring Lesson Plan # 6:

Past and Present Tense

Goals:

· For student to understand that past and present tense must agree throughout an entire essay.

· To help student recognize when a word is being used in the past or the present tense and know how to change it to the correct tense.

Materials Needed:

· Different colored pen/pencil

· Essay for editing

· Possibly a book with grammar rules

· Examples of ways to change past and present tenses

Steps of the Lesson/Activity:

· Look at examples of past and present tense usage.

· Discuss how past and present tense differ.

· Read through the essay aloud, stopping after every paragraph to check tenses.

· Discuss ways to correct tense problems in the paragraph and make correction.

· Take notes throughout the process on ways in which to make tenses match.

Reflection:


It was difficult to work with my student on this because she kept wanting too switch back and forth between past and present tense.  In one paragraph she wanted to reflect upon her experience in Africa and in the next she would want to talk about what she saw in the halls of the high school.  Normally this would not be a problem at all.  The major concern I had, though, was that she did not understand that both were past tense because what she was describing about the high school had already happened, even though it was not long ago. 


This was a major issue that we dealt with while discussing what she would write her topic about.  Even as she told me about her ideas and initially tried to put them on paper she had to erase many things and re-write them so that they would make sense and she could decipher their meaning later.  

Talking about the problem as it initially occurred helped her with the writing process I believe.  Her essay did not have as many tense problems as I had suspected it would, much I contribute to our lengthy discussion on the topic choice and having her write down the correct form in her general outline.  

Tutoring Lesson Plan # 7:

What is a Speech?

Goals:

· For student to understand that a speech is not just a paper being read aloud.

· To know how to choose a personal experience speech topic.

· To learn how a speech is similar to a persuasive essay.

Materials Needed:

· Pens/pencil

· Paper

· Topic choices

· Speech guidelines

· Notes on parts of a speech

Steps of the Lesson/Activity:

· Ask student if they have a topic in mind to present; if they do not have any ideas give suggestions.  Ask them what is interesting about themselves that they could talk about?  What do people not know about them that they would be willing to share?

· Write down topic possibilities and narrow down to one.  Circle the final choice.

· Discuss with student the parts of a speech.  Make sure to mention that they need a hook, introduction, body, and conclusion, all similar to an essay.

· Discuss with student the ways in which a speech differ from an essay.  Be sure that student understands that speeches are not necessarily written in Standard English but that they should still use proper grammar.  It needs to be noted that speeches are not just papers to be read aloud.

Reflection:


After having worked with this student on an essay I thought that writing a speech might be slightly easier for her.  She loves to tell people about Africa and the ways in which it is different from the United States, but she still needs help organizing her thoughts.  Coming up with a topic for the speech was easy.  When we discussed ideas she had so many that I thought we might never be able to sort through them and chose just one.  She finally decided to talk about the differences in schooling between Africa and the United States.  


The topic that she decided on seemed like a wonderful choice to me.  She was assigned to write a speech about a personal experience.  What better choice than one that no one else in the class would have?  The problems began to occur when she wanted to strictly write a paper over the topic.  Our discussion on how essays and speeches differ did not seem to make sense.  Though the requirements for the speech mandated that she had something to turn in, they also stated that only an outline was necessary and that they were not allowed to just read the speech.  


It was frustrating to me that she was not willing to try a speech.  The fact that she thought she had to have a paper in front of her to succeed was difficult to understand.  Looking back at my high school days I realize that a certain comfort comes from having something in your hands as one stand up and talk in front of people, especially their peers; however, I do not think that the entire speech needs to be written out if talking about a personal experience.  What I thought would be a good topic choice was beginning to seem like a nightmare because she was not willing to describe it to her peers as she would to me, from memory.  

Tutoring Lesson Plan # 8:
Outlining a Speech

Goals:

· Student needs to outline a personal experience speech in topic form.

· To understand that speech outlines are similar to essay outlines.

Materials Needed:

· Speech topic

· Pens/pencil

· Paper

· Speech requirements

· Example outline format

Steps of the Lesson/Activity:

· Go over the parts of a topic outline with the student.

· Brainstorm discussion points for the topic.

· Chose main discussion points and use for topic outline.

· List examples of discussion topics under each heading.

· Be sure to have a hook for the introduction.  Brainstorm ideas together if student has none.

· Put headings in logical order for giving speech.

· Write outline in correct form.

Reflection:


As we were brainstorming ideas for this speech my student was like a fountain that just kept going.  It was great to see her excited about something for a change.  She had so many ideas that she wanted to share and great examples to go with each when she stopped to think about the discussion points.  The hardest part about this day was narrowing down discussion points and getting her to give specific enough examples for each point she wanted to talk about.


Just as it was exciting to see her get excited about something it was frustrating to realize that she could not remember a basic outline format from the week before when we had been working on her essay.  After reviewing the outline format she started by narrowing her discussion topics down to three main points to use in the body of her speech.  The introduction she remembered was to introduce these points and she had a great idea for a hook.  It was a lot of fun watching her recall different memories from her schooling experiences.  It turned out that the conclusion was the hardest part of the speech to write.  She wanted to introduce new ideas and experiences that had nothing to do with what had been mentioned in the speech.  


Learning about her experiences in Africa was one of the best parts of this.  It was interesting to finding out how different things are there.  I never expected it to be so much stricter than the United States.  I had thought most places would be stricter, just not necessarily to the extent to which she described.

Tutoring Lesson Plan # 9:
Giving a Speech

Goals:

· To practice giving a speech in correct English.

· To give speech without reading from a paper or note cards.

Materials Needed:

· Mirror

· Quiet room

· Note cards

· Speech outline

· Pens/pencil

· Stopwatch

· Blank tape and tape recorder

Steps of the Lesson/Activity:

· Discuss with student if they would be more comfortable using an outline or note cards while giving speech.  If more comfortable with note cards have them write their topic outline on note cards.  No more than one main topic per note card.

· Once note cards are written have student read through the note cards aloud so that they are comfortable with the information on them.

· Have student practice giving their speech aloud and adding information not given on the note cards.  Be sure that they practice speaking loud enough that an entire class could hear them.

· Make grammar corrections as the student practices the speech so that they know and can hear the changes that need to occur.  If the student struggles with this tape record them talking and play it back so that they can hear the mistakes as they speak.  

· When student becomes comfortable with adding the extra information necessary have them stand in front of a mirror and practice giving the speech adding gestures and facial expressions to enhance their speech.  

· Finally, have student stand at the opposite end of the room and present their speech as if they were presenting to the class.  Be sure that the speech is long enough and that they all necessary requirements for assignment.

Reflection:


Making the note cards was the easiest part of this meeting.  When I asked her to read her speech aloud to practice my student questioned why I would want her to do something like that.  The idea of practicing to make sure the speech was long enough and spoken correctly had not occurred to her.  Actually getting my student to read the speech out loud was a difficult task.


When she finally started to read her speech strictly from her note cards the first time I was shocked to find out that she would not read what she had written but rather change everything she had as she read.  All of the work we had done to correct her grammar in the introduction of her major points and her hook was lost as she read aloud; she reverted immediately back to the incorrect grammar that she spoke in regularly.  This was shaping up to be a very frustrating evening.  


As we worked through the speech in different steps both she and I got frustrated.  She did not want to work any longer, and I was frustrated with the lack of effort she was giving.  The longer we worked to correct her grammar the more she would make mistakes on things that she had never made a mistake on before.  It was hard to watch her struggle, but at the same time it was hard to watch her not care how the speech ended up turning out.  She finally decided that whether the speech was ready or not she was done working and that she it was done regardless.  It was extremely un-heartening to me for her to do this.  I felt like I had been trying to help her so much and she was just giving up.  It was really hard to deal with later that night.

Time Log
	Date

	Time In

	Time Out

	Total Time (minutes)

	9/29/2005
	10:55
	11:45
	50

	9/30/2005
	12:50
	2:00
	70

	10/7/2005
	12:15
	2:00
	75

	10/14/2005
	12:45
	2:00
	70

	10/22/2005
	8:30
	9:50
	80

	10/23/2005
	6:00
	6:40
	40

	10/24/2005
	8:00
	10:00
	120

	10/25/2005
	8:00
	10:10
	130

	10/26/2005
	8:00
	8:50
	50

	10/28/2005
	8:30
	9:20
	50

	10/30/2005
	7:00
	7:50
	50

	10/31/2005
	10:55
	11:40
	45

	11/11/2005
	9:50
	11:15
	85

	
	
	
	915

	
	
	
	15.25 hours


