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Multiculturalism in Schools Today


Today’s schools deal with multiculturalism on a daily basis.  The continual influx of immigrants from countries both near and far, will continue to challenge the educational system.   One major debate being heard by educators is how we should deal with multiculturalism.  Is the melting pot or tossed salad theory best for the children of today and the leaders of tomorrow?  

The thoughts behind the melting pot theory states that everyone should learn the American culture, leaving behind the beliefs and values of their homeland for the American way.  This theory states that everyone should be the same no matter their beliefs, religion, and language.
  The tossed salad theory allows that differences are beautiful and everyone is not the same.  This theory allows for people of different races to share their beliefs, values, language, religion, and culture with those they interact with, not trying to make them hide it.  It allows individuals to embrace their differences and share their culture with those around them.  By bringing in different pieces and aspects of all cultures we can learn and grow from our experiences.

The major discrepancy between these theories is in how they are depicted in real life.  There are six major differences in our schools that have dominated cultures.  They are: segregated, isolated, emphasize English, emphasize western culture, stereotype, and 
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portray a criminalization of dominated group values.  The melting pot theory puts these differences at the front of its platform and attempts to change the students into “average American children”.  Those opposed to the melting pot theory feel that by doing these things we are harming our people and the United Stated by not embracing changes and the cultural differences that made our country what it is today.  

The educational sector of the United States originally followed the melting pot theory.  They segregated blacks and whites and put Indians on reservations while many children of different races did not attend school because they were working alongside their parents to make a living.  The Civil Rights movement brought with it changes to segregation laws and the desegregation of schools.  As times changed the educational philosophy of the United States moved away from the melting pot theory and slowly towards the idea of the tossed salad theory.
As the United Stated entered into the tossed salad generation of education reform they have started busing children to different districts, using compensatory education plans, and tracking students as they progress through the system.  The busing system allows students the chance to experience diversity as children.  This can only benefit them after they finish school and begin their lives as adults.  We take children from one district and bus them to another to create diversity and keep schools from unintentionally returning to the melting pot theory of segregation.
Compensatory education reforms such as Head Start and Reading First have also been started to help children “catch up” with their peers and avoid leaving anyone behind.   President Bush signed into law the “No Child Left Behind Act” on January 8, 
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2002.  This act provides money for schools to execute these types of programs and work towards national literacy.  The money is provided to schools using programs that have been scientifically proven to work and help children learn to read.
Tracking a student’s progress is also required in our schools to assure students are moving toward the path they want to take in life and make sure that they are helped accordingly.  Many programs are based on vocational goals versus professional aspirations of their students.  With this in mind, today’s educators wish only to help all of their students succeed and for those of racial minorities to get the extra help they need to achieve their dreams.  Tracking their progress allows guidance counselors to help them to choose classes based on their goals and make appropriate curriculum decisions together.
I believe that the study of multiculturalism will give me a better understanding of schools diversity as I work towards becoming a teacher.  By understanding my student’s background I will be able to make lesson plans according to their interests and beliefs without offending them.   This will also allow me to make the lesson plans more interesting and thought provoking since they will pertain directly to the student’s lives and cultures.
By better understanding the different cultures in the United States and throughout the world I will be better equipped to deal with racial problem most that may occur in my classroom.  Knowing and understanding the importance of each student’s religion, language, and cultural beliefs will give me a better understanding of where my students thought processes come from, the type of home life they may be experiencing, and the amount of help and support they may be receiving with their work.  This knowledge will 
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help me to form a good working relationship with my students and their families as I look to help them succeed.

It is my belief that the tossed salad approach the United States has taken to educating our children is the best possible approach.  It allows us to bring the nation together as we learn and experience the beliefs, customs, languages, and religions of our neighbors from around the world.  It also gives our children a taste of the future and teaches them about the world as they participate in it.  Things such as busing, educational reforms, and tracking only help to close the generational and cultural gap that we are living in and bring the world to our front doors.  
