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Selection & Rationale
“Mending Wall” By: Robert Frost


The poem “Mending Wall” by Robert Frost talks about a stone wall that stands between two neighbors.  They get together every year to fix the wall, but never cross over to the other side.  Everything is strictly carried out with a “to each his own” mentality.  This theme corresponds with state standard 11.3.2 because students can reflect on how people within society seclude themselves from others and do not ask for help with problems.  They can also reflect and analyze the age old saying, “Good fences make good neighbors.”

“Mending Wall” also corresponds to state standard 11.3.4 because Frost personifies inanimate objects such as rocks within the poem.  He talks about how people wear their fingers on rocks like how rough friendships may keep people apart.
Indiana Department of Education State Standards

11.3.2

Analyze the way in which the theme or meaning of a selection represents a view or comment on life, using textual evidence to support the claim.

11.3.4

Analyze ways in which poets use imagery, personification, figures of speech, and sounds to evoke readers’ emotions.

Objectives
1. After reviewing the rhetorical analysis guide and completing the assigned reading (condition), the student will be able to write the poems major theme, in their own words (behavior), in 2-3 sentences as expressed by the author (criterion for acceptable performance).

- Bloom’s taxonomy 2.0:  Comprehension

2.
After completing the assigned reading (conditions), the student will be able to chose 3 specific lines from within the poem (behavior) and discuss the author’s meaning/though processes within small groups and in specific written paragraphs (criterion for acceptable performance).


-Bloom’s taxonomy 2.0 & 6.0:  Comprehension & Evaluation

3.
After completing the assigned reading (condition), the student will be able to break down and interrelate the poem’s lines (behavior) in an analysis term paper (criterion for acceptable performance).


-Bloom’s taxonomy 4.0 & 5.0:  Analysis & Synthesis

Materials Needed

· -Copy of “Mending Wall” by Robert Frost

· -Worksheet: Seven Things You Need to Know About Themes
· -Comprehension Worksheet

· -Essay Guidelines: Writing a Thematic Analysis

Introduction to Lesson

I will introduce the lesson by handing out the worksheet on themes and discussing how we will be talking about themes within poems.  A volunteer from the class will then read the poem aloud and class will start from there.  

Examples of Participation


After reading the poem aloud we will go over a rhetorical analysis guide as a class. It discusses how to participate and what to look for when reading a work.  The guide also helps the student to find a general purpose or meaning to the work that is being read.

Guided Practice


Class will be guided by small group and full class discussions led by both teacher and students.  During the small group activities I would be walking around to different groups to hear their main points and bring up different examples and discussion questions.  I would also ask them to defend their answers as they gave them.  During full class discussion I would lead them to different points asking how the authors life or time period may have influenced their work, what do they believe the author was saying, what to critics say the main point the author is trying to make, whether or not they liked it, and if it pertained to the world today.
Reinforcing Knowledge


The newly learned knowledge will be reinforced through a combination of note taking and class discussion/question and answer session.  

Assessment

The class will be given a worksheet to complete for basic comprehension and assigned an essay to write on theme analysis of another poem of their choice.  The in class discussion and group work will provide insight to what they have been gaining from this lesson.  A student’s ability to understand a text will be shown in their ability to put into words their beliefs about the poem and analyze portions for the class.
I can use a simple participation rubric when taking into consideration class and small sided discussions.  If a student raises their hand or is involved in their small sided group discussion when I am walking around and talking to the groups they will receive so many points out of ten for the day.  If a student refuses to work, sleeps, or is a general nuisance of themselves in class they will not receive the points for the day.  Participation will count at the end for the full semester/nine week’s grades that students receive.
Students would be provided feedback through the grades received on the comprehensive worksheet, the grade on the thematic analysis essay, the oral praise they would receive from others during the small-sided discussions, and the praise and questions they would receive from me asking them to think deeper into what they are saying during the full class discussion.

Class Format

Introduce lesson
· Hand out theme worksheet

· Read poem aloud
Question & Answer Session/ Class Discussion

1. What did you think the poem was going to be about based on the title “Mending Wall”?
· Fixing a wall
· Nature 

2. What is the theme of the poem?

· Walls holding neighbors apart

· Why people build and continue to fix walls between them

-both physically and emotionally

· Society’s attention to walls

-physically, mentally and emotionally

3. How does this title relate to the theme of the poem?

· Fixing a wall like shutting yourself off from society again

· What can be gained/lost through walls

· Questions why walls 

4. Did you like this poem?  Why/why not?

Small Group Discussions
You will have 15-20 minutes to discuss and come up with examples of the following questions.  I will be going around the class talking to each group and raising different points as they discuss their answers.  We will then get together and talk about the group findings as a class.
1. Chose 3-4 key examples of how friendships might be represented in the wall and explain how they relate to the theme of the poem.
· Gaps allow friendships to grow

· Strength of wall represents wall around a person heart: how hard it is to get to know someone

· Can tell why a person shuts someone out based on what they use

-rock leave gaps so they could be scared to let someone in

-brick need something to hold them together: mortar

-cement leaves no holes but entirely shuts something off

· Repairing wall like repairing friendship after fight

· Takes more than one person to repair so could bring people together if an actual job, something they have to do for other reasons than shutting each other out
2. What do you think these quotes represent the poem?  Do they have any relevance in today’s society?

· “And on the day…have fallen each.”

· “To each the boulders that have fallen each.”

· “We have to use…out-of-door game.”

· “We wear our fingers rough with handling them.”

· “He says only, ‘Good fences make good neighbors.’”

· “Spring is the mischief…are cows?”

· “Before I built…give offense.”

· “He moves in darkness…the shade of trees.”

3. What do rocks symbolize in this poem?  Why did Frost not just use a concrete or brick wall?
· Can fall away because of weather
-as a person lives life they change and you either grow closer or apart as time goes on

· Time can form you like rain, snow, etc can change a rock

-“We wear our fingers rough with handling them.”

-more you touch and replace the rocks the more the wall changes

· Need put back in place by others at times
-kids need put in line by parents

-taught what is right and wrong/rock fits or it doesn’t in a gap in the wall

· Show uniqueness

Comprehension
1. Complete the worksheet

2. Turn in worksheet

3. Assign essay homework

Name_________________
Date_____________
Class______________

Mending Wall Comprehension Questions

1. Who wrote the poem Mending Wall?

2. What was the theme of the poem?

3. What do rocks represent based on the class discussion?  Give at least two examples.

4. Why does the author hesitate to build a wall?  

5. Did you like the poem?  Explain why or why not using specific examples or references to the text.

