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Lesson Plan # 9:  Reciprocal Teaching

Standards:

10.3.3 Evaluate interactions between characters in a literary text and explain the way those interactions affect the plot.
10.3.8 Interpret and evaluate the impact of ambiguities, subtleties, contradictions, ironies, and inconsistencies in a text.

10.3.9 Explain how voice and the choice of a narrator affect characterization and the tone, plot, and credibility of a text.

Objectives:

1. Students will collaborate in small groups to complete a reciprocal teaching chart regarding the story with 100% participation.

2. Students will work together in groups to perform a scene from the story with 80% accuracy in response to dialogue and details given in the text.

Advanced Preparation by Teacher:

· Need a reciprocal teaching chart printed off for every student before class begins.

· Note cards with page numbers and scene breaks for the story must be prepared prior to class.

· The agenda needs to be written on the board.

· A character list needs to be written on the board before class begins.

· Students need to be split into pre-made groups for the group activity.

· Role indicator cards need to be made for each group, or roles need to be assigned when the groups are split up.

· Need a journal entry written on the board.

· A box of possible story props needs to be prepared for student use.
Procedure:

Introduction:


The students will begin class by writing in their journal (Gardner’s Verbal-Linguistic).  They will be asked to think about Churchill’s thoughts on war relate to the war Frank is fighting against the disease.  “We shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the streets, we shall fight in the hills; we shall never surrender,” written in 1940 (Bloom’s Knowledge & Comprehension).  A student led discussion (Gardner’s Interpersonal, Bloom’s Comprehension & Application) will then allow students to sharing answers and thoughts to the quote.  As they are writing the teacher will inform them that they will be working in groups and moving around in class today.  Please be prepared to be creative and work responsibly together.

Step-by-Step:


When the class discussion is complete, students will be split up into pre-made groups (Gardner’s Interpersonal).  After the groups have moved together in the room, they will be given a reciprocal teaching chart (Gardner’s Verbal-Linguistic & Spatial, Bloom’s Application & Analysis) and a note card that has a scene from Typhoid Fever marked on it. The groups will then choose cards with individual roles on them.  Each person will have role as they fill out the reciprocal teaching chart.  Students may refer to the text as many times as necessary during this process to gain a full understanding of the excerpt.

The teacher will explain that the groups will be reading their scene out loud to their groups.  After they are done reading they should complete the reciprocal teaching chart using the roles they have chosen and working as a group.  These roles should help to facilitate a group discussion of their scene.  Groups need to give as much detail as possible while acting out their scenes.  They will be allowed to use their texts for dialogue or they may improvise as they go.

After every group has completed their charts they will be told that each group will be acting out their scene for the class (Gardner’s Bodily-Kinesthetic, Interpersonal, & Verbal-Linguistic, Bloom’s Synthesis).  The groups will have approximately five minutes to decide how they want to act their scene out.  There will be a box of props in the front of the room that students can use to aid in acting out their scene.  When the five minutes are up the scenes will be acted out in chronological order for the class.


When each group is done acting out their scene a class discussion will be led by the group leaders (Gardner’s Verbal-Linguistic & Interpersonal, Bloom’s Evaluation).  Each leader will bring up a completed reciprocal teaching chart from their group and discuss their scene.  The leaders will be responsible for communicating with their group to answer any questions other students may have about each scene in the story.  The teacher will also be helping with this discussion by making sure that the class stays on track and the most critical points in the story are discussed thoroughly.

Closure:


The teacher will close class by asking if there are any more questions over the story Typhoid Fever or its author Frank Mc Court.  The teacher will also ask how the journal entry relates back to the story after the discussion is complete.  After making sure all questions are answered the teacher will collect the autobiography assignments from the previous week.  The teacher will also remind students to begin studying for their test in two days.  They should bring any questions they have over the unit to class tomorrow and be ready for a review session.
Adaptations/Enrichments:


This lesson is modified for autism is many ways.  It uses the reciprocal teaching chart to help students organize the story ideas and their thoughts and questions over the story.  The agenda is written on the board and the teacher informs students at the beginning of class that they will be moving around and working in groups during class that day so students have time to prepare themselves and are not surprised by the movement required.  Directions are also given in short, concise parts throughout the class.  Directions are not given all at once, and they will be repeated for clarification as the groups are beginning to work.


This lesson also uses the reciprocal teaching strategy to help students understand the text reading.  They work in groups with leadership roles to fill out a chart that aids in group and class discussion of the story.  The students also work with their groups to act out their scene so that they can better understand the significance and critical points in each scene.


In general, acting out the scenes also helps bring the story to life for many students.  The class discussion following the acting checks student understanding and participation in the activity.  The discussion also clarifies any last questions students may have.

Reciprocal Teaching Group Chart

Name_________________________ Date______________ Class________

Group Role ___________________ Scene __________________________

Directions:  Fill out each of the boxes with your groups.  Answer the questions listed and any you might have for your scene.  Think about ways in which acting out this scene could help you to clarify what you are reading.

	Predictions

· What do you already know?
· What do you already understand about the scene?

· What do you think will happen next?


	

	Questions

· Who, what, when, where?
· How, why?

· What are you curious about?


	

	Clarify

· What is confusing?

· What do you need to re-read?

· What did the group discussion clarify for you?
	

	Summarize

· Restate key people, items, places, and events.
· Restate key ideas and concepts.

· Why is this scene important to the entire story?  What role does is play?


	


Typhoid Fever:  Reciprocal Teaching Group Scene Selections

Scene 1

· Characters:  Frank, Patricia, Sister Rita

· 3 people

· Pg. 366-37, all of pg. 366 through 1st to paragraphs on pg. 367
Scene 2

· Characters:  Frank, Patricia, Kerry nurse

· 3 people

· Pg. 367, 3rd and 4th paragraphs
Scene 3

· Characters:  Patricia, Frank, Seamus, Kerry nurse

· 4 people

· Pg. 367, 5th paragraph to end of pg.
Scene 4

· Characters:  Seamus and Frank

· 2 people

· Pg. 367-68, 3 paragraphs
Scene 5

· Characters:  Patricia, Seamus, Frank

· 3 people

· Pg. 368, 3rd full paragraph to end of pg.
Scene 6

· Characters:  Patricia, Kerry nurse, Frank, Seamus

· 4 people

· Pg. 369, 4 paragraphs in 1st column
Scene 7

· Characters:  Kerry nurse, Frank, Seamus
· 3 people

· Pg. 369-70, 2nd column till end of 1st paragraph on pg. 370
Scene 8

· Characters:  Seamus, Frank, girl who brings food
· 3 people

· Pg. 370, 2nd paragraph till end of 1st full paragraph in 2nd column
Scene 9

· Characters:  Sister Rita and Frank
· 2 people

· Pg. 370-71, last 2 full paragraphs on pg. 370 and top of 371
Scene 10
· Characters:  Seamus and Frank
· 2 people

· Pg. 371, finish story
