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Becoming Myself Unit

Lesson Plan # 4:  Writing an Autobiography

Standards:

10.4.1 Discuss ideas for writing with classmates, teachers, and other writers and develop drafts alone and collaboratively.

10.5.1 Write biographical or autobiographical narratives or short stories that:

· Describe a sequence of events and communicate the significance of the events  to the audience

· Locate scenes and incidents in specific places

· Describe with specific details the sights, sounds, and smells of a scene and the specific actions, movements, gestures, and feelings of the character; in the case of short stories or autobiographical narratives, use interior monologue (what the character says silently to self) to show the character’s feelings 

· Pace the presentation of actions to accommodate changes in time and mood.

10.5.8 Write for different purposes and audiences, adjusting tone, style, and voice as appropriate.

Objectives:

1. The student will state their topic proposal for an autobiographical narrative with conviction.
2. The student will write a topic outline correctly after learning the parts of an outline.

Advanced Preparation by Teacher:

· Have journal topic chosen and written on board when students arrive to class.

· Have narrative autobiography assignment sheet for each student ready at the beginning of class.

· Have notes of correct outline form ready to present.
· Need an example of a working outline ready on a transparency to show students.

· Need though-provoking questions ready to help students pick out a defining moment in their life that they want to write about.

Procedure:

Introduction/Motivation:


Start the class by collecting completed thought questions from the previous class.  Ask students if they have any questions over the Malcolm X biography assignment handed out at the end of the last class, and answer any questions students may have (Bloom’s Knowledge).  Tell students that there is a journaling activity on the board and they will need to write for approximately five minutes.  The topic:  “If I name myself, I recognize who I am.  By recognizing who I am, I am becoming myself,” by Robert Fripp.  Students should think about how the quote relates to their lives and how they go about naming and defining themselves.  They should think back to the class discussions they have had on how people define themselves and the title of the unit, Becoming Myself (Gardner’s Verbal-Linguistic & Intrapersonal, Bloom’s Comprehension & Analysis).
Procedure:


When the journaling is done students will have to opportunity to share any analysis ideas they had about the quote or how it related to them (Gardner’s Interpersonal).  Ask students how this journal entry reminds them of a defining moment in their lives.  Explain that the class will be starting to work on writing a narrative autobiography of a moment that has helped to define who each of them is and is becoming.  The students need to prepare to learn how to complete topic outlines as a note taking and writing strategy.  


Give students notes on how to make topic outlines (Bloom’s Knowledge), making sure to stress correct form. Be sure that students understand that outlines do not always need to be written in complete sentences and correct form.  Notes for class, papers, speeches, and many other things can be done in outline format.  The main purpose behind outlines is to organize thoughts based upon importance.  Details that are taken down in notes should be indented underneath each main point.  The further in the indent the less important the detail.

Students need to be reminded that the outlines they make for their paper will begin as working rough drafts and eventually be turned into formal outlines that need turned in with their papers (Gardner’s Verbal-Linguistic & Bloom’s Application).  It needs to be stressed that their need to contain their papers thesis statement and whatever major points they intend to write about.  Outlines are a good way to organize thoughts (Gardner’s Math-Logic & Spatial) and take notes on pertinent information during reading and the research process.

When the notes have been completed students will have a chance to start work on their outlines (Gardner’s Intrapersonal & Bloom’s Comprehension, Application, & Analysis).  The teacher will be going around the classroom talking to students about their topics and helping those without a topic to decide upon what to write about.  The teacher will also be checking outline forms as she walks around the room.  Students who are still struggling to come up with an idea after they have talked with the teacher will be allowed to work in pairs discussing major events in their lives (Gardner’s Interpersonal.  


It must be stressed that those who are writing about something they do not want others to know will not be required to share their narratives (Gardner’s Intrapersonal).  The narratives are strictly a way of expressing something that has changed and shaped who they are today.  All narratives can remain confidential between the student and teacher and not be put up for peer editing, upon request of the student.  It also needs to be noted that students will not be graded upon the defining moment of their life that they choose to write about; rather, grading will be on the writing process and how the students used tone, imagery, and monologue to allow the reader to feel their emotions and understand how the moment had affected the writer.
Closure:


Ask students if they have any questions about the basic outline format or the assignment they will be working on.  Remind students of the Malcolm X assignment they are to be working on that is to be turned in at the end of the week.  Tell students that they will be doing an activity about how tone and location affect the writing process in the next class; they should come prepared to participate and be creative.  They will also have more time to ask questions and work on their outlines in the next class.

Adaptations/Enrichment:


This lesson used the outlining process as a note taking form to help students organize their thoughts.  The idea of indenting topics based upon importance will help students to realize details can be thought about in the context of understanding a larger idea.  By understanding the main concept, students will then be able to recall the smaller details with more accuracy and better knowledge of what they pertain too.  Outlines also help students to pick out the main points in lectures and class discussions for later studying purposes.  

In general, this lesson uses multiple adaptations for students with learning disabilities.  Each student gets an assignment sheet of the new assignment to aid in understanding and allowing them work at their own pace.  Class discussions allow students to share ideas and gain positive affirmation to ideas that they may be wavering on.  The individual seat work allows students who have a hard time sharing personal information to feel more comfortable while working on the assignment.  The individualized teacher attention also allows for students to feel that they are getting the help necessary to complete the assignment, and allows shyer students to ask the questions they may have been holding back from asking in front of the class.
Self-Reflection:

Outline Notes

· What are outlines used for?
· To help organize main topics and ideas.

· What are some places that writing outlines may be found helpful?

· Class discussions

· Lectures

· Writing process

· Are outlines complete sentences or thoughts and ideas?

· Both

· If an outline is started one way it must be completed that way; either all sentences or all topics and ideas.

· What is the correct format of an outline?

· Can use bulleted or numbered form

· Format depends upon what the individual finds easiest to use and understand.

Example Outline Format
Thesis:  Needs to be the thesis statement for the paper.  This is a working statement and does not have to be the exact one to be put into the paper.

I. Introduction

A. Hook

B. Question on topic

C. Main ideas to be discussed (topic)

II. Body

A. Main idea

1. Subtopic

2. Subtopic

B. Main idea

1. Subtopic

2. Subtopic

a. Way of explaining

b. Way of explaining

C. Main idea

1. Subtopic

2. Subtopic

III. Conclusion

A. Closing statement

B. Restating thesis

(For the actual lesson I would have a real outline based upon and example paper that would be available for student’s to look at upon request.)

Narrative Autobiography Assignment

You will be writing a narrative autobiography of a major moment, or event that has helped to define who you are today.  This should be well thought out and allow the reader to experience the event the same way in which you experienced it through reading the narrative.

· Use tone, imagery, and word choice to allow the reader to experience the event with you.

· Use correct time sequencing.

· Needs to have complete, well thought out sentences.

· Minimum of 5 paragraphs.

· Must turn in all drafts of the paper and outline, with the finished outline and paper on top paper clipped together.

· Should be typed and double spaced.

· Use correct grammar and punctuation.

· The outline should be in the correct format and follow the rules of outlining.

· Thought will be given consideration in the grading process.

