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Becoming Myself Unit

Lesson Plan # 2:  Vocabulary

Standards:

10.1.2 Distinguish between what words mean literally and what they imply, and interpret what words imply.

10.5.1 Use varied and expanded vocabulary, appropriate for specific forms and topics.

Objectives:

1. The student will write the definitions of their vocabulary words accurately at least 90% of the time.

2. The students will give a synonym for each vocabulary word at least 95% of the time correctly.

Advanced Preparation by Teacher:

· Must have a list of vocabulary words, definitions, and synonyms to use as a key.

· Teacher needs to have a worksheet giving the vocabulary words and what stories they pertain to printed off for each student.

· Have colored paper on hand for students who choose to make flashcards or fold-ables when defining vocabulary words and giving synonyms.

Procedure:

Introduction/Motivation:


Build off of opening lesson plan and ask students to recall ways in which they defined themselves.  Remind students that this unit is about defining who one is to become and that they will be reading autobiographies and writing their own.  In order to understand the works that students will be reading they need to know these vocabulary words.  These words describe the people in the stories they will be reading and the experiences they are sharing with the world.

Step-by-Step Plan:


Give students the print out of vocabulary words (Gardner’s Spatial).  Have students read through the list and then ask them to repeat words after you so that they can hear, as well as, see the words on the page and learn the correct pronunciations (Gardner’s Linguistic-Verbal).  Students will either get out their own lined notebook paper or use colored construction paper to make flashcards or a fold-able with the word, definition, and synonym on each.  Students will be looking up the definitions in their book glossary and dictionaries and synonyms can be found in thesauruses in the room (Gardner’s Verbal-Linguistic, Bloom’s Knowledge & Comprehension).  


After students have finished defining each of their vocabulary words, they will be split up into pairs. Each pair of students will write a story using at least twenty vocabulary words (Gardner’s Interpersonal & Verbal-Linguistic, Bloom’s Application & Analysis).  Students will have the choice of working by themselves if they do not think they will finish in time or feel more comfortable and creative on their own (Gardner’s Intrapersonal).  Five of these words may be the synonyms.  However, if the group uses the vocabulary word and synonym in their story it may only be counted once.  All vocabulary words and synonyms are to be underlined so that they are easily spotted when reading through the work.

Closure:


Remind students that stories will be due at the beginning of the next class period (Bloom’s Synthesis & Evaluation).  They will also be going over the parts of a good autobiography the next day in class in preparation for the reading.  Think about ways in which one describes themselves, how one writes their own story, and how the vocabulary words may be used to define a person for the next day.
Adaptations/Reflections:


Students who have a hard time learning definitions made flashcards and used the words in a story to better understand word usage.  By reading the vocabulary words aloud students also can hear what the words sound like if they have trouble just seeing and remembering a word.  The thesaurus also allows students to increase vocabulary and find ways in which the words may be related to something they already know and can connect the meaning too.

Self-Reflection:

Becoming Myself Unit Vocabulary List

Directions:  Words need to be defined on a separate sheet of paper and made into flashcards or a foldable.  One synonym also needs to be given for each word.  When definitions and synonyms are completed use 20 of the vocabulary words in a story describing an imaginary person of your choice.  Five of these words may be a synonym, but no word or synonym may be counted more than once.  Underline each word’s as it is used for easy identification.  The story may be written with a partner or alone.
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Answer Key

Hair from The Autobiography of Malcolm X

Self-degradation:  an act of destroying or weakening one’s moral character and self-respect—demean, debase 

Multitude:  large number—horde, crowd, mass, group
Violate:  fail to show proper respect for—defile, desecrate
Mutilate:  damaging, injure—cripple, dismember, maim
A “Piercing” Issue

Vehemently:  forceful or intense in expression, emotion, or conviction; fervid—fierce, intense
Conformity:  action or behavior in correspondence with current customs, rules, or styles—accordance, agreement, chimes 
It Can’t Be Helped from Farwell to Manzanar

Translucent:  partially transparent—clear, limpid, see-through
Ironic:  opposite of what is expected—cynic, sardonic, wry
Inevitable:  unavoidable, certain to happen—certain, inescapable, sure
Tolerance:  the capacity for or the practice of recognizing or respecting the beliefs and practices of others—charitableness, forbearance, indulgence, lenience
Hostility:  feeling or showing enmity or ill will; antagonistic—belligerence, combativeness, contentiousness, animosity, aggressiveness
Ominously:  in a way that suggests something bad is going to happen—apocalyptical, dire, portentous, unlucky
Intact:  kept together; not broken up—complete, entire, whole, unblemished, unharmed
Nisei Daughter:  The Second Generation

Renegade:  one who departs from custom or tradition—apostate, defector, turn
Typhoid Fever from Angela’s Ashes

Confraternity:  a religious organization made up of non-clergy, or lay people--
Dole:  government payment to the unemployed; also, or food given to those in need—aid, handout, public assistance, allotment, portion
Induced:  persuaded; led on—convince, argue into, persuade, prevail on
Potent:  powerful; convincing—mighty, puissant, strong
Torrent:  violent, forceful, rush—cataclysm, cataract, deluge
Perfidy:  treachery; betrayal—disloyalty, faithlessness, infidelity, falsity, perfidy
Clamoring:  crying out; asking—bawl, bellow, bluster, vociferate, holler
The Education of Frank McCourt

Defeatism:  acceptance or resignation to the prospect of defeat--
Repertoire:  the range or number of skills, aptitudes, or accomplishments of a particular person or group--
Conviction:  a fixed or strong belief/judgment of a judge or jury that a person is found guilty—assurance, certainty, confidence, sureness
General Words

Autobiography:  the biography of a person, written by that person--
