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Lesson Plan # 1:  Kick-off Lesson

Standards:

10.3.9 Explain how voice and the choice of a narrator affect characterization and the tone, plot, and credibility of a text.

10.4.3 Use precise language, action verbs, sensory details, appropriate modifiers, and the active rather than passive voice.

10.5.1 Write biographical or autobiographical narratives or short stories that:

· Describe a sequence of events or communicate the significance of the events to the audience

· Locate scenes and incidents in specific places

· Describe with specific details the sights, sounds, and smells of a scene and the specific actions, movements, gestures, and feelings of the characters; in the case of short stories or autobiographical narratives, use interior monologue to show characters feelings 

· Pace the presentation of actions to accommodate change in time and mood.

Objectives:

1. The students list five different ways in which people describe themselves 100% of the time.

2. The students will write a poem of at least ten lines describing themselves after reading and discussing “Theme for English B” by Langston Hughes to be graded for best effort on creativity and organization. 
3. The students will illustrate their poems on large pieces of construction paper to be graded on creativity and thoughtfulness. 
Advanced Preparation by Teacher:

· Teacher must have a list of ways people describe themselves and notes ready to be discussed with students.

· Teacher needs to have an example poem made of words used to describe him/her.

· Must pre-read “Theme for English B” by Langston Hughes and have discussion starters/prompts.

· Needs to have construction paper, markers, crayons, etc. ready for student illustrations.

Procedure:

Introduction/Motivation:


Ask students to come up with five words to describe themselves and explain how they came to that word on a piece of paper.  It does not matter what kind of words they are, as long as they are appropriate to class.  For example:  Athletic, I am interested in all kinds of sports and good at most everything I try; Bookworm, I love to read anything I can get my hands on; Caring, I love to listen to people and always want to help where I can; Soccer player, it is my favorite sport and I love both playing and coaching it; Ambitious, I am always going after things that I want and ways to better myself; Leader, I take charge where ever I go (Gardner’s—Intrapersonal).
Step-by-Step Plan:


Explain that Collection 5 is titled “Becoming Myself” and is about how people have come to define who they are by what they have been through and what they relate to.  Students will be reading autobiographies and novels that portray different characters experiences and journeys through life (Gardner’s—Verbal-Linguistic).  This relates back to the words that each student just used to describe themselves.  

Ask for students who are willing to share their descriptive words with the rest of the class.  Make a list on the board of possible word choices for those students who are struggling to come up with five words.  Possibilities include:  occupations, athletics, families, religions, ethnicities/races, group involvement, personality quirks, gender, etc.  Discuss the pros/cons of each word compared to individual personalities in small groups (Bloom’s—Application).  Have each group share one main point from their discussion with the class (Gardner’s Verbal-Linguistics).

Read “Theme from English B” by Langston Hughes to students aloud (Gardner’s—Musical).  Discuss how the students identify with different groups, races/ethnicities, religions, etc. in their own lives.  Point out that the young black man in the poem talks of things he looks forward to and likes in life, but he still wonders if it is easier to be white than black.  Hughes uses the main to portray a search for truth in life and the people who surround him.  Ask students what they think it means to be American and if they agree with how the author portrayed racial issues found throughout the world (Bloom’s—Analysis).  

Students will be using their five words to write a poem describing who they are and then illustrate it on a large piece of construction paper (Gardner’s—Spatial).  The poem will need to be written on the illustration somewhere (Bloom’s—Synthesis).  The projects will be graded on effort, creativity, thoughtfulness, and organization.  Be sure to remind students that poems do not have to rhyme in order to be a poem.  These will be worked on throughout the week if other class work is finished and is to be taken home if not completed in class.  The poster will be due at the end of the week (Bloom’s—Evaluation).
Closure:


Students will end the lesson working on their poems and illustrations.  They need to be reminded that just as their word choices define who they are, the authors they will be reading may use many different ways of describing their lives and the circumstances they encountered.  

Adaptations/Enrichments:


Students who have a hard time listening while I read aloud can follow along with the poem in the book on page 376.  Those students who write poetry well may pair up with students who are having a hard time to help give suggestions and offer guidance as the posters are completed.  Some students with exceptional artistic abilities may wish to make their posters into collages surrounding their poems or put all illustrations as a background to their poem.  
Self-Reflection:

Example Poem

Based on Langston Hughes’ “Theme for English B”

Who Do I Choose?

Who am I?

An athlete and a bookworm.

I’m into all the sports and love running around dripping in sweat;

I also love to curl up and hide behind a good book on a hot summer day.

Who am I?

Caring and ambitious.

I always look to lend a helping hand and a shoulder to cry on;

I never give up on my dreams, for if I do I would never be satisfied.

Who am I?

A soccer player and a leader.

I am strong on the field, going hard when there is nothing left to give;

I always push myself harder to help others around me push back and succeed together.

Who am I?

I am an athlete and a bookworm;

I am a caring and ambitious woman;

I am a soccer player and a leader.

I am who I choose to be.

