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Love Lost, Forever Gone

In Alice Hoffman’s Here on Earth March and Gwen both have many experiences that allow them to learn from each other and grow as individuals.  The meaning of true, undying love is explored by both as they look to fulfill their hearts desires.  Searching for their true identity and not conforming to social standards is a big part of who they look to become as they progress through the novel.  The question of role reversal, as happens to March and Gwen is also explored as the two move in with Hollis.  With the relationship between mother and daughter not being what it should be at this point in their lives, one might questions whether any good may come for them or if they will continue their downward spiral they to destruction.

As March and Gwen explore the meaning of love they both look too and away from each other.  Gwen quickly realizes that March still lives in the past and that it has shaped her into the person she is today.  March claims that, “She isn’t ready to discuss Hollis with Gwen; it’s not time, and it may never be” (157).  She doesn’t want Gwen to know that she, “. . . can’t turn him down, I can’t say no to him, I want him all the time, I always have and always will” (157-8).  Gwen’s lack of knowledge about her mothers past experiences have led her to making harmful decisions that could have been avoided with a better understanding of right and wrong and examples of how they affect each person involved.  
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Seeing how her mother interacts with Hollis upon their move to Jenkintown helps Gwen come to the realization that she does not want to inherit her mother’s deceitful nature, being that she hates people who lie to the world about who they are.  She thinks to herself, “She’ll be damned if she ends up like her mother, ready to do anything, even lie, for a man” (164).  This allows her to see how her relationship with Hank is strong, built on trust and honesty as compared to March’s relationship with Hollis, which is built on physical desire and Hollis’ need to feel in control.  


As her mother becomes a life size puppet of Hollis’ Gwen comes to understand how much it means to be an equal in a relationship and have her thoughts and ideas count.  “She refuses to be the kind of girl who gets scared off easily, whose opinions echoes her boyfriend’s, who can’t stand up for herself” (164).  Knowing that Hank won’t prevent her from being herself around him allows her to open up and have the type of love with him that March and Hollis cannot find because of their own selfish reasons.  

Gwen also learns a great deal about how much a parent is needed to guide one through life.  She realizes that being responsible for ones self is a great challenge, one she is not yet ready to face.  As she sees her father for the first time since she has been in Jenkintown she feels her heart breaking.  Knowing that, “There is no one to tell her what to do; for all intents and purposes, she’s on her own.  And although this is exactly what she once thought that she wanted, her situation now brings her to tears” ( 181).  Growing up is hard enough with a parent’s help, but without it, Gwen realizes just what she had in California and what she would do to get it back.
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Mrs. Dale’s funeral is the first time that Gwen realizes that she cannot just block out all bad news.  While they are carrying the casket down the aisle she begins to open op to the world.
Just seeing them struggle with its weight brings tears to Gwen’s eyes.  Here she 
is, with her short skirt and her hair all spiked up, looking like a perfect fool, completely unprepared for real life.  Well, ready or not doesn’t matter.  Something is about to happen, Gwen can feel it.  Time itself had changed; it’s become electrified, with every second standing on end (51).

 This experience allows her to see how unprepared for life she really is, even though she acts like she knows it all.  Reality sets in when Gwen is at the funeral and realizes that each day is new and different, nothing ever stays the same; the world moves on with or without the people in it.  

Gwen comes to understand that the life she has been living in California is not what she wants for herself, as is the life March has been living in both places. The time she has spent in Jenkintown has shown her what true families look like, what values they uphold.  She has also seen what lies do to a family; how they tear them apart and what a person does in the face of love.  “For those new to lying, it’s easy to get caught” (147) by anyone they chose to deceive.  

March’s unwillingness to tell the truth to Richard, and to herself, shatters the sense of family that they once worked hard to hold onto.  
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Gwen knows that her father has been sending March cards. [. . .] Gwen actually cried to see that he’d been made to embarrass himself.  A man like her father, so settled in silence, had to come out and shout what he felt, and her mother still didn’t seem to care (158). 
When March stated, “Well, maybe love is blind” (65), she is saying that one cannot help what she does in the face of love.  For Gwen, this is a knife in the heart.  What March does not realize is that, “Unfinished business always comes back to haunt you, and a man who swears he’ll love you forever isn’t finished with you until he’s done” (123).  Hollis destroys March and Gwen by holding on to a past that will never be the same. 


Gwen learns a multitude of new things throughout this novel.  She comes to understand the meaning of true love and how to live her life as she sees fit.  Her realization of how lies are able to destroy a family allows her to find her true self and give her heart, mind, body, and soul to her one true love.
