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Imagine what one would see as they walked into a classroom:  organized chaos that leaves students with eager and interested looks on their faces.  A discipline plan should embody everything that a classroom is and has potential to become.  It should respect both the students and teacher and follow all school rules.  I am working to create a stimulating classroom in which students will be open to trying and learning new things while finding satisfaction in their work.


My classroom will be a safe haven for students.  If one was to look in from the hall they might see students sitting at their desks writing madly or spread across the room in groups on the floor putting together a project or finishing an assignment.  My classroom will never be completely silent, and students will be encouraged to work collaboratively when they have questions on a difficult assignment.  All students desk will be facing the main learning area at the front of the room; a place in which one might find a chalkboard, an overhead, a table, or anything else that will aid in class that day.  The teacher’s desk will be located in the back of the classroom so that students who need help do not feel they are on display as they come up to ask a question or confer about the meaning of a difficult passage.


In order to create a safe learning environment my classroom will need some basic rules.  Students will be involved in making the rules at the beginning of each year or semester.  Their input will help them to follow and remember the rules as they progress throughout the course.  It will also aid in opening the communication channels between students and teachers (Charles, 2005).  No students, however, will be held to low expectations.  Each student will be expected to perform at their highest ability level while following all rules.


Each class will have no more than ten total rules.  The first five rules will always remain the same; they are, 1) respect others and treat them as one would wish to be treated, 2) be prepared and have all personal matters taken care of before class begins, 3) follow all directions in a prompt and orderly fashion, 4) no cheating, and 5) come prepares to learn and open up to new ideas (Charles, 2005).  Any concerns that students feel have not been addressed after these five rules have been laid down will be open for discussion.  Students will have the floor for idea suggestions, and all new rules will be voted on as a class and must be approved by me and be in accordance with the school handbook.  

According to Kagan, Kyle, and Scott one of the best ways to create a non-disruptive learning environment is by allowing students to become involved in setting classroom rules and procedures.  Allowing students the option of helping determine class rules and procedures begins setting the base for mutual respect and shared responsibility between students and teacher (Charles, 2005).  The Win-Win Discipline plan states that the ultimate goal is for students to manage their own behavior.  I believe that working together with students to understand their perspective of a problem allows solutions to ultimately be created more effectively.

Just as these rules are set, there must be consequences to each.  Students will first receive a warning upon breaking a rule.  This warning may be given through many different means, such as physical proximity, private discussions, or facial expressions (Jones, 1993).  The second time a rule is broken students will receive a verbal warning and will be asked to stay after class to discuss the problem and suggest a solution.  If the rules continue to be broken that day or in days subsequent to the private discussion students will receive a call/letter home to the parents.  If this conference call does not work students will be referred to the office for further disciplinary measures to be taken.  

The no cheating policy will be strictly enforced in my classroom.  Plagiarism of a paper or cheating on a test or homework assignment will automatically result in a zero.  Students will have no chance to make-up the points lost on the assignment and will be referred to the office for further disciplinary measures in accordance with the school handbook.  My tardy policy will also follow the school handbook rules and will be strictly enforced so as to not lose valuable class time (Jones, 1993).


Class will begin everyday with a journal entry or activity written on the board.  Students are to spend the first five minutes immediately following the tardy bell to complete the assignment in their English journals.  Activities will be centered in lesson plans for that day and will be graded for completion and participation at the end of each week.  


Absent students will find their missed work in a folder at the back of class on the day they return.  This folder will be located on the edge of my desk and will contain any worksheets, notes, or assignments missed.  Student names will be written at the top of each paper and multiple papers will be stapled together so that students know exactly what is theirs to take.  Papers from multiple days will have the dates written on the top.  Students will have the exact number of days they missed to complete the work and turn it back in.  Make-up work will be handed in to a second folder in the same location as the first.  If a student has an excused absence on the day of a test or quiz they will have as many days missed plus one to make up the test or quiz.  The extra day is given so students have time to ask any questions they may have.  Students will be responsible for scheduling a time before or after school to make-up the test or quiz so that they do not miss any more class time (Jones, 1993).  


Each of the rules, consequences, and procedures for my classroom will be shared with students, parents, administrators, and other faculty members.  Rules and consequences will be posted in a visible part of the room.  Students and parents will receive a letter home at the beginning of the year/semester outlining the basic rules (Charles, 2005); procedures will be discussed in class on the first day and again on subsequent days when first used until students feel confident in them.  Administrators and other faculty members will also receive a copy of my rules, consequences, and procedures so that they may lend their experience and ideas to my own.  They might also have valuable ideas that I have not yet thought through.  Each of these rules, consequences, and procedures is aimed towards high school students who should know how to conduct themselves.

In order for all of this to be possible, my classroom will be set up in a way that promotes student learning.  All student desks will be facing the front of the classroom in rows.  The front wall of the classroom will have a chalkboard, an overhead screen, an overhead cart, and a mounted television and VCR in the top right corner.  There will also be a table in the middle of the classroom to hold the day’s supplies and focus the learning.  The right wall will have a second chalkboard underneath the TV and a bookshelf set off to the side of it against the wall.  A cabinet will be along the back wall in the right corner for teacher and classroom supplies.  A pencil sharpener will be attached to the left side of the cabinet; underneath will be a trash can.  The left wall will have low bookshelves running the length of the wall with the ventilation system and windows on the top portion of the wall.  A filing cabinet will be located against this wall at the front of the classroom.  The teacher’s desk will also be along this wall.  It will be an L shape in the back corner with the main desk facing the front of the classroom.  The teacher’s computer will face the windows and will be off-limits to students unless granted special permission.  Posters will be on all the walls throughout the room displaying student work, unit themes, and quotes to live by.  

This classroom set-up will help me to manage my students and my classroom in the most efficient way possible.  I will be able to see the classroom as students work but remain available to those who need extra help in a way that allows them to feel comfortable coming back and asking questions.  This classroom set-up also allows for my classroom rules, consequences, and procedures to blend smoothly together creating a safe learning environment for my students.  

November 20, 2005

Dear Students and Parents,

Welcome back for an exciting year.  My name is Melissa Bruns and I cannot wait for the year to begin.  I am looking forward to getting to know each and every one of you.  Reading is one of my greatest passions and I hope to share it with you as the year unfolds.  It is my wish that the power and mystery of literature comes alive under our careful inspection and exploration.

To tell you a little bit more about myself I am a very outdoorsy person.  I love playing soccer and am into all kinds of sports.  Spending time in the park or woods on a beautiful day is a great way to pass the time.  I also enjoy spending time with my family and friends, listening to music, and watching movies.  

In order for this year to run smoothly I hope that each one of you in open to new experiences and ideas.  There are five basic rules in my classroom.  The rules and consequences have been developed collaboratively by the students and I and the school handbook.  They are 1) be respectful and treat others as one wishes to be treated, 2) be prepared for class and have all personal matters taken care of before class begins, 3) follow directions in a prompt and orderly fashion, 4) no cheating, and 5) come prepared to learn and open up to new ideas daily.

Just as I expect each of my students to follow these rules it is my promise to also follow them.  I understand that everyone has a bad day occasionally, however, and I ask that both students and myself understand that there may be days when someone is not capable of concentrating to their fullest.  My door will always be open to anyone who needs help or someone to listen.  

This year is looking to be very exciting and I wait cannot to get started.  I can always be contacted at mabruns@manchester.edu or by sending a letter or calling the school directly.  I will do my best to respond to any questions or concerns raised by students and parents immediately. 

Let’s have a fun and exciting year!

Melissa Bruns

English Teacher
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