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A Liberal Arts Education


My time here at Manchester College has been an eye-opening experience in light of what liberal arts means.  As my college career began I did not even consider what it would mean to have a liberal arts education tacked on to my diploma.  I have learned, though, that liberal arts is about understanding all sides of an issue and being willing to open up to new experiences and a diversity one might have never experienced.  The liberal arts education that I have spent my college years acquiring has not been easy, but it has been worth all the effort expended as I come to understand what an impact it will have on my career as an educator of America’s youths.

The liberal arts education has given me an opportunity to see how others live.  Many of us have grown up in small rural communities and are faced with diversity issues for the first time upon arriving at Manchester College.  The liberal arts class requirements necessary for graduation have opened up many opportunities to look into understanding the world around us.  My World Literature and European Literature classes opened my eyes to the different ways people perceive major events in the world’s history and how they react to them.  Both classes caused me to question if there was a right or wrong way to express oneself through literature.  My World Literature class also forced me to dig deeper into my own life and find a meaningful moment that has helped to define who I am today, and write about it in a way that allows the reader to feel my emotions.  Learning how to share intimate details about who you are and what you believe is a major part of the liberal arts education.

Without the experiences gained here at Manchester College I would have a difficult time defining what it is that I want to accomplish as a teacher.  I have become well-rounded in my understanding of political and social issues, sexual orientation, peace and war issues, environmental issues, and religions.  Discussion Day 2005 brought with it much tension on campus about the world issue of peace and war and the role of the United State’s overseas, but it also helped me to better understand where each group was coming from.  The day helped me to reflect upon what I believe America stands for and the role I play as an American.


The cultural diversity workshop I have attended as a requirement for the Education department has impacted my thinking about my self, others, and the world around me.  It has caused me to realize that we are all diverse in our own ways; no two people are exactly alike anywhere.  This realization brings with it a greater acceptance of those who are different from me and the desire to learn about those with different beliefs and values.  I now want to travel to see the world and understand how cultures affect the people who live within them.  

I view people of diversity as friends yet to be made; I am no longer scared to open up and learn about new cultures, religions, and values.  My Introduction to New Testament class helped me to gain a better understanding of not only my own religion, but those that are similar to it.  I now recognize the similarities in many different religions and faiths and see how they fit together to work as one in times of need.  My Introduction to Philosophy class has allowed me to question these same beliefs that I live by and, at the same time, question the beliefs of others.  Questioning no longer means accusing; it is a quest for knowledge not yet gained.  It has become my firm belief that without the diversity of our great nation this world would be a boring place to live in.


Manchester College has also afforded me a chance to travel abroad and widen my global perspective.  Traveling to Australia was a dream come true, but also a whirlwind of cultural diversity.  This experience has helped me to realize that the way we do things is not necessary the right, or only way in which things can be done.  I have become more open to change and now recognize how difficult it is to be in a place where you do not know anyone and live.  Opening up to those who are different is something I now strive to accomplish on a regular basis.

I believe that my liberal arts education has been one of the best things to ever happen to me.  I have realized how important it is to recognize and accept diversity as a way of life.  It has allowed me to set goals to work towards in my teaching career and understand how different the lives of my students may be from my own.  Without my education here at Manchester College I do not believe I would be ready to go out into the world of education as well-rounded and accepting as I have become today.

