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Drowning in Society


In Departure, by Alfonsina Storni and The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock by T.S. Eliot, there are many contemplations of life.  Life is something that one not only lives but is enveloped by and created by.  Each work contemplates whether life is worth what one must experience and if it is alright to upset the order of society by introducing new ideas. The significances of life, which are portrayed by each, are quite different.  Storni feels that all of the doors one travels through hold significance because of how it shapes the person; Eliot argues that life is measured in coffee spoons unless one has done some great or heroic deed.  Both poems hold feelings of inferiority to society while each contemplates the actions and significances of life that exist within each.  


Departure talks of life, and the light as it envelopes and shapes a person.  Storni states, “The sun!  The sun!/ Its last rays/ envelop me,/ push me:/ I am a spindle/ I spin, spin, spin, spin!” (2130).  When a person changes the light of life encompasses their body, mind and soul.  Here, it is illustrated literally by the sun taking hold of a person and spinning them, molding them, shaping them.  As life takes shape the beliefs and values a person hold changes them and allows them to find the light.  

The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock talks of life as being surrounded by society and its standards.  A person was held within a mold until they tried to break free and find themselves.  Eliot states, “Time for you and time for me,/ And time yet for a hundred 
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indecisions,/ And for a hundred visions and revisions,/ Before the taking of a toast and tea” (2076).  The toast and the tea symbolize society’s constraints on individuals; the time he speaks of is the wait to break free from society’s grasp.  As one looks closer they see that Eliot is proclaiming that society shapes and creates individuals within the constraints of its citizenship.  


Both Storni and Eliot question whether the walk of life is worth it.  Storni claims that the doors one opens can result in both good and bad and the experiences one gains are timeless, priceless.  Experiences are carried with a person though out time and “the doors hide/ behind the blue parapets” (2129).  The parapets one must get around in order to enter a door shape them.  Whether it is going around a gate or over a hill an individual must contemplate the necessity and truth to be found behind each door.
 Eliot questions life on the basis of disturbing society.  “To wonder, ‘Do I dare?’ and, ‘Do I dare?’/…/Do I dare/ Disturb the universe?” (2076).  He feels his opinion of himself is set by society’s standards.  He has trouble forming his own view of others.  He therefore questions whether it is worth it to try and make changes and share his visions of life. He is not predisposed to leadership and is frightened to step out on his own.  Without this ability he drowned himself within society’s constraints and fell suspect to others like him, those who questioned life and those persons who just did not care. 
The doors in Departure also represent the worth of each individual life.  Some doors stay for eternity on the off chance that one might enter into them.  Still others, and their opportunities, are lost forever behind doors that have recently been closed.  “the doors stand by themselves/ in the emptiness;/ they disintegrate into golden dust;/ they close, 
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they open/ they go down into the algae/ tombs;/ and they come up loaded with coral” (2129).  By searching for, and following, the correct path to each door one finds worth in their life.  Each door represents something of value to each individual which they must find and learn.  Values such as, love, trust, friendship, loyalty, honesty, responsibility, and respect are taught by society and discovered within the many realms of life.

Eliot measures the worth of ones life in coffee spoons in The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock.  He is claiming that everything in his life is small and insignificant.  Eliot spends his life comparing himself to others and not living his life fully, for himself.  He feels society decides what one becomes instead of each individual: 

    For I have known them already, know them all-

 Have known the evenings, mornings, afternoons,

 I have measured out my life with coffee spoons;

 I know the voices dying with a dying fall

 Beneath the music from a farther room.

     So how should I presume?” ( 2077)
Eliot automatically assumes that he has a specific place in society and cannot break free from it to create his own identity, to do something great, to speak out.  He measures his worth in coffee spoons based on what society believes instead of in the leaps and bounds that an individual makes through life.


Both Storni and Eliot question many parts of life within their poems.  Both find reason to contemplate the worth of life and what challenges shape a person as they live in a society based on social standards and constraints.   Neither agrees as to how life should 
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be lived within society, but instead both look to change it.  Storni dares to voice her dreams, her visions, while Eliot is held back by the demands of a society that he is not willing to break free of.  Both authors attempted to break the feelings fo inferiority which was left them by society to find their voice within their poems.  
