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Bleeding Hearts

So long as the law considers all these human beings, with beating hearts and living affections, only as so many things belonging to a master,—

so long as the failure, or misfortune, or imprudence, or death of the kindest owner,—may cause them any day to exchange a life of kind protection and indulgence for one of hopeless misery and toil,--so long it is impossible to make anything beautiful or desirable in the best regulated administration of slavery. (51)

In Harriet Beecher Stowe’s novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin or, Life Among the Lowly
slavery and its effects in the South are portrayed in a picture of love, hatred, tears, regret, and humanity.  She draws on reader’s emotions to create an awareness of slave’s lives and their feelings within society.  Stowe uses tears to connect black and white mothers, the importance of family, men, and black and whites alike as children of God.

At the beginning of the novel Stowe uses the relationship between Mrs. Shelby and Eliza to question society’s low opinion of black mothers.  Mrs. Shelby had raised Eliza in a Christian environment that allowed readers to believe her essentially good.  Stowe then depicts the love a black mother holds for her child through the hysterics that enfold Eliza upon the possibility of young Harry being sold.  

Eliza’s inability to work with the impending possibility of losing Harry is seen as ludicrous by Mrs. Shelby, an inconvenience to her.  Eliza’s close relationship with Mrs. Shelby, however, allows Stowe to show her “bursting into tears…and begin sobbing” (52) at the possibility of losing her son.  Stowe then uses these tears to evoke reader’s 
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sympathy as they imagine losing their own child.  These are tears based on motherhood and emotional pain.  The despair she feels at the thought of losing her child is that of which no white mother ever felt.

Aunt Chloe’s tears also serve to express grief, anguish, and intense anger at the thought of Mr. Shelby selling her husband Uncle Tom after he has dedicated his life to him.  Stowe shows Aunt Chloe’s humbleness and strength as she helps Uncle Tom, her husband, get ready to leave.  “…and Aunt Chloe, again overcome, laid her head on the box side, and sobbed.  ‘To think on ’t!  no crittur to do for ye, sick or well!  I don’t railly think I ought ter be good now!’” (166)  As Stowe portrays her humbleness in the worry she expresses that no one will care for her loved one she is causing the reader to wonder what it would be like if their loved ones were ever sold as if they were animals.  She portrays Aunt Chloe as feeling grief all the way through her heart by telling of how she is continually feeling the pain and breaking down into tears at the thought of her husband leaving.

Stowe also shows Aunt Chloe being the strength for others out of need and stubbornness.  As Uncle Tom is taken away from the Shelby’s in shackles and fetters, she refuses to acknowledge Haley and what may become of Tom as he is taken down the river to be sold into the deep south.  The other slaves and her children are all in utter despair and Aunt Chloe refuses to shed a tear.  “‘I’s done my tears!’ she said, looking grimly at the trader, who was coming up.  ‘I does not feel to cry ‘fore dat ar old limb, no how!’” (168)  This stubbornness shows Aunt Chloe’s strength and her ability to cope and hope for the best in all things.  It also shows her anger at Mr. Shelby for going back on 
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his word and selling Tom after all Tom has done for him.  Her lack of emotion is meant to be degrading to all those in power around her, and act of defiance.
Stowe also uses these two passages to portray how black mothers feel about their families.  She understands that they have feelings like white mothers though society may choose not to acknowledge this fact.  Her portrayal of Mrs. Shelby raising Eliza as her own child and then helping her to escape with Harry only heightens the intensity of this novel as it progresses.  The concept of slaves having feelings was unheard of in the South, and was still widely incomprehensible in the North.  A slave’s ability to feel and care as Stowe portrayed it, was a novel idea that was greatly un-thought of.  Her use of tears in connection with motherhood drew sympathy for the slaves as they suffered something never dreamed of by white mothers.
Though Stowe uses Aunt Chloe and Uncle Tom as strong characters in her portrayal of the importance of family, Eliza and George are also prominent characters.  Their flight into Canada to stay together and gain freedom shows how much they are willing to give in order to stay together and create a life of their own.  When they finally reach Canada “They stood still till the boat had cleared; and then, with tears and embracings, the husband and wife, with their wondering child in their arms, knelt down and lifted up their hearts to God” (549).  Their unadulterated love for each other and their freedom was portrayed through their tears.  
Tears also serve to connect men in this novel.  Though in society it was rare to see a man cry in front of others, Stowe portrays different men crying many times throughout the novel.  The most prominent connect of two men is in the tavern by the river when the 
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escaped slave George and his past factory boss Mr. Wilson recognize each other and George appeals for his help.  Though Mr. Wilson is a white owner and should turn George in, he recognizes and understand his pain and is brought to tears by George’s plea for help.

This speech, delivered partly while sitting at the table, and partly walking up and down the room,—delivered with tears, and flashing eyes, and despairing gestures,—was altogether too much for the good-natured old body to whom it was addressed, who had pulled out a great yellow silk pocket-handkerchief, and was mopping up his face with great energy. (187)

These tears depict two men coming together in understanding of the miserable circumstances in which George had previously lived.  Without this connection the novel would never have been complete because George would not have been able to cross the river into the North and complete his journey towards his family and freedom.


Stowe’s connection of these two men depicts true humanity in Mr. Wilson.  Her ability to draw the reader into the story as an outside audience, but not intrude on the under-arching themes of the novel, allows the reader to truly understand how bad the conditions of slavery can be.  It also allows her to connect the reader to the importance of God as the Father of all humanity and not just whites.

In Uncle Tom and Eva Stowe found a way to express tears of faith, mercy, pity, and despair in connection with physical and emotional pain.  Uncle Tom’s intense faith in the Lord carried him through the novel allowing him to die in peace and help many other slaves.  Stowe uses Uncle Tom’s ability to express himself through to tears to bring others to the Lord.  As Uncle Tom and Eva come together in this novel they create a 
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strong bond through their common faith that allows each to grow and help others as they move towards more adverse consequences in their lives.
Eva’s love of her father’s slaves and all human kind depicts a kind of innocence that is rarely found, and when is, never lasts long, as Eva dies a child.  Her time on earth was spent working to bring the slaves in her father’s home to be Christians who knew right from wrong and could love others as much as they loved themselves.  

Her influence over their lives is depicted in both Mammy and Uncle Tom.  Upon her arrival home from her journey with her father she said hello to her mother and then was a whirlwind of activity when greeting the others.  “‘O, there’s Mammy!’ said Eva…This woman did not tell her that she made her head ache, but, on the contrary, she hugged her, and laughed, and cried, till her sanity was a thing to be doubted of…” (255). Stowe uses this love to portray a connection between black and whites in the ideal Christian community.  

Eva also realized the importance of a kind word in her young age.  Her wisdom, beyond her years, was portrayed in the way she dealt with her cousin Henrique and his servant Dodo.  Understanding that a kind word from anyone is all that is needed to show the grace of God and make life slightly more bearable, she shows kindness when Dodo returns from being scolded and beaten by Henrique.  Stowe depicts this by saying of Dodo, “the blood rushed to his checks, and the tears to his eyes” (390).  Eva’s expression of appreciation is enough to give him extreme pleasure and a feeling of importance that allows for hope to return to life.
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Stowe also uses Uncle Tom to recognize God as the Father of all races.  He reminds many people to have faith and hope as despair, anger, and pain seem to be all that is left in their world.  His tears are offered as a mixture of hope and pain when talking with Cassy after he had been whipped for the first time by Legree.  When Cassy was reading from the Bible, “ ‘Father forgive them, for they know not what they do,’ she threw down the book, and, burying her face in the heavy masses of her hair, she sobbed aloud, with a convulsive violence…Tom was weeping, also, and occasionally uttering a smothered ejaculation” (514).  This pain as depicted by Stowe causes the reader to wish that God would hold out their hands to help this woman.  She shows Cassy at a moment of complete weakness and abandonment as she is no longer able to suffer internally and alone.
In the ensuing conversation between Uncle Tom and Cassy, she says, “‘I’ve heard all this crying and praying before; and yet, they’ve been broken down, and brought under…’” (515).  Stowe wants the reader to acknowledge the conditions in which the slaves live and are treated.  Uncle Tom’s faith is strong and made up of as much will-power to survive in this environment as it is of strict faith and hope.  The tears of others before him tell how many have fought and lost a battle as they live in a world of work, pain, and cruelty inflicted by their owners.
Uncle Tom also portrays the importance of all people as children of God in the way in which he lives and struggles to remain faithful during times of intense pain and weakness.  He faces all adversity with a love that even Legree cannot beat out of him in the roughest of times.  Rather Legree’s continuous taunts serve to take him to his lowest 
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point and raise him back up again in his faith as he sees a vision of Jesus with a crown of thorns on his head in his darkest moment saying, “ ‘He that overcometh shall sit down with me on my throne, even as I also overcome, and am set down with my Father on his throne’” (554).  These words remind him of the intense love that God has for everyone of his children and his ability to see and put his servant in places of need.
Throughout this novel Stowe uses tears to draw sympathy to the plight of the slaves and the environment in which they lived in.  Tears were also used to remind the reader of how little blacks and whites actually differ.  At the beginning of chapter thirty-four Stowe uses the Bible verse Ecclesiastes 4:1, “And behold the tears of such as are oppressed; and on the side of their oppressors there was power.  Wherefore I praised the dead that are already dead more than the living that are yet alive” (510) to remind the reader of their ability to make a difference in the lives of these slaves and that God’s hand encompasses everyone and not just a specific race.
