
The location of value 
 

 Atomistic 
(value resides in the well-being of the individual) 

 

 
 
 
 

Anthropocentric 
(value resides in human 

beings only) 
(the non-human world 
has only instrumental 

value for humans) 

 
All value resides in the 

human individual 
[Kant, etc.] 

 
All value resides in the living 

individual. 
(animal welfare/rights) 

[Singer, Regan, Goodpaster] 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Biocentric 
(value resides in 
all living things) 

 
All value resides in the 

well-being of the human 
community. 

 
All value resides in the well-being of 

the biotic community. 
(ecocentric ethics) 

[Muir, Leopold, Abbey, Naess] 
 

 Holistic 
(value resides in the well-being of the community) 

 

 
 


