
A Taxonomy 
of Statements 



Statements 
Statement: any sentence that “makes a claim” (and so is 

presumably either true or false). 
Non-evaluative statement: (descriptive) 

“The door is open.” “There are fewer kidney donors 
than those on the waiting list.” 

Evaluative statement: (normative)  

 Non-Moral: “John did a good job preparing lunch.” “Mary 
reasoned well.” “You should tighten that screw a bit more.” 
“The team did a nice job.” “I like cheese.” 

 Moral: “You should help that man.” (“That man needs help.” 
“You should help those in need whom you can help.”) 



Indicator Terms for Evaluations 
Verbs 
Want 

Desire 
Prefer 
Should 

Feel obliged 
Ought 
Prefer 
Like 

Oppose 
Despise 
Require 
Permit 

Nouns 
Benefit 
Harm 
Duty 

Responsibility 
Right 

Obligation 
Permission 

Adjectives 
Good/Bad 

Right/Wrong 
Virtuous/Vicious 
Responsible/Ir- 

Proper/Im- 
Appropriate/In- 

Moral/Im- 



Moral and Non-Moral Evaluations 
Distinguishing between different kinds of 
evaluation (‘should’, ‘ought’, ‘good’): 

Legal: “You should not jaywalk.” 
Technical: “You should not use so much torque while tightening 
that screw.” 
Prudential: “You should not ignore your boss.” 
Etiquette: “You should not chew with your mouth open.” 
Moral: “You should not take that man’s coat.” 



Ethical and Other Questions 


