The Final Big Class Discussion
on whether advanced robotics will end life as we know it, oh my!

We will use a talking ball. To talk, you raise your hand, and whoever has the ball, when they are done
talking, will throw you the ball. Or maybe just toss the ball; make sure the other person can catch the

ball, OK?

This is not a debate, but a discussion. There are no teams, and no winners or losers. There’s just
sharing, listening, thinking, evaluating, possibly changing your mind, or at least shifting how you

understand something.

On grading

At the very minimum,
you must make this many
comments to receive the
following grades (to
receive a point, the
comments must be true,
relevant, and they must
contribute to the
discussion): 8 (A), 7 (A-),
6 (B+),5(B),4(B-), 3
(C+),2(C), 1(C-).

The Questions

(1) What is strong AI?
What are the main
obstacles to creating
strong Al?

should just say it.

gsut the fun of bingo is
in dabbing the numbers,
in building up suspense
as the game progresses.
vou've made it boring!

BASICALLY

~

. Bingo is
Guys, I'm sorry to be the totall
bearer of bad hews, but, suboptimal
well, here we are. I and

inefficient!

Check it out: replace the caller with a
com?uter, and you make the bingo numbers get
called 1ike a billion times faster. Replace
the bingo players with other computers, and
N - you speed up the rate at
.fr 3 which the game is played.
Tie hoth these innovations
together and you can play
HUNDREDS of bingo games per
second! ONCE AGAIN,
something has been made
orders of ‘magnitude more
efficient b{ simply
replacing all
1ife involved with
@ cold and soulless
bingo-playing

yper-e i .
ke putting in your
money, pressing a button, and being
informed whether or not you've won.

Exactly!

But that's

” what slot

machines
do, and

people LINE J
uP to play
them!

OH

ARGUME
BY T-R

IS THIS
ANOTHER

machines.

THREE DAYS LATER:

HEY UTAHRAPTOR! DO YOU
REMEMBER THREE DAYS AGO, WHEN
I TOTALLY BEAT YOU IN AN
ARGUMENT? o

I'M KINDA
LINGERING
ON IT

SNAP!

NT WON
EX77
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(2) Should we be worried about the development of ASI?

(3) Why a defecating duck?
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(4) Should we encourage the development and use of social robots for taking care of the sick and

elderly?

(5) Can machines ever become conscious? Why or why not?

(6) But why a duck?

(7) What is the difference between a person and a human being? Is this difference important?

(8) To what extent, if any should autonomous machines be used in warfare and/or policing?

(9) To what extent, if any, should we arm the ducks?

Come prepared to discuss!



