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          Copyright year:  1938
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Genre:  Multicultural
Synopsis of story:  Wee Gillis is a young boy who lives in Scotland.  He could not decide whether he wanted to be a Highlander like his father, and stalk stags or a Lowlander like his mother, and raise long-haired cows. After debating this laboring over this decision, Wee Gillis comes across a bag pipe and finds that his strong lungs enable him to play the bagpipe quite well, so he becomes a bagpipe player instead.
Standard:  3.3.5 Explain how climate affects the vegetation and animal life of a region and 

describe the physical characteristics that relate to form an ecosystem*.
Activity:  Do an introductory unit on Scotland—show students where Scotland is located on a map, talk about cultural aspects of the country including language, food, customs, typical family structures, etc.  Then have students get in small groups to research highlanders and lowlanders in Scotland in order to analyze why the climate and vegetation of the region cause highlanders to stalk stags and the lowlanders to raise long-haired cows.
Standard:  3.2.6 Make sketches and write descriptions to aid in explaining procedures or ideas.
Activity:  Students will participate in a science unit on the human lungs (the teacher will tie this in to the book because the boy in the book developed very strong lungs because of his experiences with the highlanders and lowlanders, which later allowed him to be able to play the bagpipe when no one else had strong enough lungs to do so).  The teacher will introduce the unit by giving each student a balloon and will allow them to experiment with their lung capacity.  Each student will be allowed three attempts at blowing one breathe into the balloon to see how much air they can blow into the balloon.  Students can place balloons side by side to see which balloon has more air in it.  This will engage students’ interest in the unit on lungs and will provide a good example of what our lungs do.  Then the teacher will present basic background information on the lungs, how they work, what their functions are, where they are located in the body, etc.  Finally, students will draw a diagram of the lungs based on an overhead example that the teacher will show the students; students will label and color their diagram.  Students will also discuss why Wee Gillis’ strong lungs in the story allowed him to play the bagpipe more easily.
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Genre:  Multicultural

Synopsis of story:  Going Home is a story about a family from Mexico that moved to southern California in order to provide more opportunities for their children.  The parents work as farm laborers in the hot sun all day long and live a hard life.  The family goes back to Mexico for Christmas to visit their family.  The children are not excited to meet their family members in Mexico because they feel more like Americans now, but when they visit their family they learn the importance of their culture and heritage in Mexico.
Standard:  3.1.7 Use a dictionary to learn the meaning and pronunciation of unknown words
Activity:  Create personal dictionaries that list words students did not know in the story (especially the Spanish words, but English words, as well).  Students will look the words up in a dictionary or Spanish-English dictionary and will write the definition, part of speech, pronunciation, as well as a sentence that uses the word correctly. Students will then use the words in their dictionaries to write a short story of their own, integrating the words into their story.
Standard:  3.5.2 Identify connections that the local community has with other communities,

including cultural exchanges of several types, and ways that technology links communities in

other places.
Activity:  This activity will differ depending on the local community.  If the community has families from Mexico and Mexican culture is evident, then students can look at those influences in the community.  Have students’ interview Mexican community members to talk with them about their cultural influences in the community.  Students could type their interviews on computers, share them with partners, present them to the class, or, if technology is available, record their interviews on a video tape and turn these in instead.  Then have students write a reflection paragraph stating what they learned through their interviews.  
If no Mexican families live in the community (this is extremely unlikely), then look at a nearby community instead, or discuss ways the traditions of Mexico are apparent in our society as whole, such as Mexican restaurants or things written in both English and Spanish, including everything from items in grocery stores to books.  There are many things all around us that portray the Hispanic influence in our society.
Name:  Erin Bowers

Date:  18 March 2005
Created by:  Erin Bowers
Trade Book Sheet

Title of book:  A Gift from Papa Diego

Author’s name:  Benjamin Alire Saenz
Publisher:  Morris Press Ltd.


                      Copyright year:  1998
Reading level:  4-5







Genre:  Multicultural

Synopsis of story:  Little Diego lives in El Paso, Texas, but his grandfather, Papa Diego, lives in Mexico.  Little Diego loves his grandfather and misses him very much. He asks for a superman suit for his birthday so he can fly to Mexico to see his grandfather.  He receives a superman suit for his birthday, but is disappointed when he is not able to fly to see his grandfather.  His grandfather surprises him, however, and they are both happy to see each other again.
Standard:  4.5.3 Define the term cultural group* and give examples of the challenges faced by

diverse cultural groups in Indiana history.
Activity:  Although this is more recent history, it is still relevant.  First, provide students with basic information and statistics regarding the influx of Spanish-speaking people to Indiana, particularly Mexicans.  Then break students up into groups and give each group one challenge that Mexican-Americans face, such as their inability to speak English, difficulty finding programs to help them learn English, the rigorous process involved in becoming a US citizen, prejudices/stereotyping, and adjusting to a new culture.  Each group will be assigned one of these challenges to discuss, research by reading current articles, letters, journals, and analyzing statistics.  Then the class will create a chart that will show and list each of the challenges and research and statistics about that challenge.  
Standard:  4.1.6 Distinguish and interpret words with multiple meanings by using context clues

(the meaning of the text around a word). 
Activity:  In the book, there are Spanish words written in the middle of some sentences.  Pull these sentences from the book and have students guess what they think the meaning of the Spanish word(s) is using the context clues in the sentence to make an educated guess.  Have the students compare their answers with a partner to see how they are similar or different.  Then have the students check their answers using the glossary at the end of the book.  
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Genre:  Multicultural

Synopsis of story:  Grace loves to sing, dance, and act.  She wants to audition for the part of Peter Pan in the school play, but two of her classmates tell her that she can’t be Peter Pan because she’s a girl and because she’s black. Grace auditions for the play anyway and gets the part of Peter Pan.  She learns that she can do anything she sets her mind to regardless of what others tell her.  
Standard:  3.3.3 Determine what characters are like by what they say or do and by how the

author or illustrator portrays them.
Activity:  Grace is portrayed in the book by her distinctive characteristics.  Do a character collage project about Grace. Provide magazines, newspapers, and/or pictures that students can cut pictures and words out of that represent Grace’s character qualities.  Have students write a short paragraph on the back of their collage that explains the character qualities they chose to portray in their collage. 
Standard:  3.4.2 Discuss ideas for writing, use diagrams and charts to develop ideas, and make

a list or notebook of ideas. / 3.4.3 Create single paragraphs with topic sentences and simple

supporting facts and details. 

Activity:  Ask students to think of a time when they either thought that they could not do something, or were told by someone else that they could not accomplish it.  Then have students chose one of those times to write about and ask them to compare there experience to Grace’s by writing a paragraph using a topic sentence, and including supporting details in their paragraph.  Ask students to write about the result of their experience—weather or not they were they able to accomplish it, and explain why.  Ask students to write what Grace did in order to accomplish her goal and write about what they can do in order to accomplish something that may seem difficult for them to do.
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Genre:  Multicultural

Synopsis of story: This story is about a young Inuit girl in Alaska who observes the seasons.  The book is written in a question-and-answer form and presents information about the land, vegetation, animals, and traditional and cultural activities of an Eskimo family “from the time the field turns gold to brown to sparkling white to the time the gulls gather on the cliffs.”
Standard:  3.3.5 Give examples of how change, such as weather patterns, is a continual process

occurring on Earth./ 3.3.6 Describe ways human beings protect themselves from adverse weather

conditions.  
Activity:  Do a unit on seasons.  Explain what seasons are, what causes seasons, how weather patterns affect seasons, and visa versa.  Discuss ways humans change the way they live based on the seasons.  Allow students to choose one of the four seasons to investigate (in Alaska).  The teacher will have prepared a list of questions for the students to answer about the season they chose and the student is to use books and research materials in the classroom to answer the questions. The students will also find pictures on the Internet or in magazines (such as National Geographic) of Alaska during their season to display in addition to the other information they have gathered.  Students will then form displays around the room showing all four seasons in Alaska and the students will be given a scavenger hunt that will require them to search for specific information on each of the four seasons.  
Standard:  3.1.3 (Science) Keep and report records of investigations and observations* using

tools, such as journals, charts, graphs, and computers./ 3.1.4 (Science) Discuss the results of

investigations and consider the explanations of others.  3.3.3 (Social Studies) Explain that

regions are areas that have similar physical and cultural characteristics* and locate the local

community in a specific region.  3.3.5 (Social Studies) Explain how climate affects the

vegetation and animal life of a region and describe the physical characteristics that relate to form

an ecosystem*.
Activity:  Immerse students in a unit study on Alaska and focus on Alaskan animals and their adaptations to the environment. Students will learn note taking skills while listening to non-fiction books about Alaska. A shared reading of realistic fiction about sled dog racing will motivate them to learn more about other animals. Pairs of students can choose an Alaskan animal to study. Computers, books, and magazine articles are used to gather information, and students are taught in a series of mini-lessons to write a simple research report. They also create a “big book” as a class project that includes the information from their individual reports.
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Genre:  Multicultural

Synopsis of story: Rosalba and her grandmother take an imaginary adventure around Manhattan, and she learns about her grandmother's first experiences in America.
Standard:  2.5.3 Write a friendly letter complete with the date, salutation (greeting, such as

Dear Mr. Smith), body, closing, and signature.  
Activity:  Students will take a virtual fieldtrip to the Statue of Liberty through an Internet website.  Then they will write a letter to their grandmother describing what they saw, learned, and experienced.  Students will use the correct letter-writing format that will be presented to them in a mini-lesson.
Standard:  2.3.2 Investigate, compare, and describe weather changes from day to day but

recognize, describe, and chart that the temperature and amounts of rain or snow tend to be high,

medium, or low in the same months every year. 
Activity:  Students will research various types of weather patterns, including cloud formations (the Abuela and the girl in the story discuss cloud formations) and participate in a whole group art activity making their own clouds in an art project using cotton balls.
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Genre:  Multicultural

Synopsis of story:  This story is about Teresa, a Mexican-American girl, who describes the hardships she and her family face as migrant farm workers. Despite their hardships, she is able to keep memories of her grandmother and life in Mexico alive.
Standard:  5.5.5 Analyze traditional arts, including folk tales and narratives that depict the

experiences of ethnic, racial, and religious groups in different regions of the United States.
Activity:  Do a unit on immigration to introduce illegal versus legal immigration.  Use current events and newspapers as sources of information; look at historical information on Cesar Chavez and UFW, etc. Teachers can use the book to compare and contrast her life on farms versus her life in Mexico and/or immigrants today versus immigrants in other countries or at other times. 
Standard:  5.4.3 Trace the development of technology and the impact of major inventions on

business productivity during the early development of the United States.
Activity:  Research farms in the past and compare them to the way farms are run today.  Discuss how technology has improved farming in the US.  Create a poster board project that compares and contrasts the past and present farms and include information and pictures found.
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Genre:  Multicultural

Synopsis of story:  This book is set in Norway during murketiden, "murky time," a time between September and March when the sun disappears behind the mountains. The main character recalls a legend about another girl in another murketiden, who was so tired of the darkness that she climbed the mountain until she found the sun and led it back into the valley. The girl finally persuades her parents to climb the same mountain, just like the girl in the legend did, to find the sun and "show it the way home”--a local custom, and the reader is led to believe that her adventure brought the sun back.
Standard:  3.3.1 Observe and describe the apparent motion of the sun and moon over a time

span of one day.
Activity:  The teacher will ask the students to think about why the Norwegians were not able to see the sun shining between September and March. Ask the students to write a paragraph in their journals with their guesses (hypothesis) about why they could not see the sun in Norway during those months. After students have had time to think about this concept and make their own guesses, the teacher will teach a mini lesson on the affect a geographic location has on the seasons.  The teacher will demonstrate why the Norwegians were not able to see the sun using a light or flashlight for the sun and an object to represent the mountains.  
Then the teacher will ask students why the Norwegian family began to see the sun at noon first, but not at any other time during the day.  Again, have students hypothesize by writing paragraphs in their journals.  Following their hypothesizing, discuss the sun’s daily motion and again use a flashlight or light bulb to demonstrate that the sun is higher in the sky at noon than at any other time of day.  The teacher can take students outside at various points in the day so students can observe the sun’s daily motion.  
Standard:  3.3.2 Comprehend basic plots of classic fairy tales, myths, folktales, legends, and

fables from around the world.
Activity:  Expand on the Norwegian legend in the book about the girl who climbed the mountain to bring the sun back to the village by doing a unit on Norwegian legends.  Do a mini lesson on legends, providing a basic definition and how to identify a legend compared to other genres.  Have a list of Norwegian legends available and have each student chose a legend to learn about.  Each student will read a book about their Norwegian legend and will identify the characters, plot, exact setting (i.e. where in Norway?), and theme in their story.  Then students will research their legend to find its origin and will learn why it became a legend—its purpose or function in the culture. Students will then put this information together in a creative way—such as a poster, interview, skit, etc. to present their legend and the information they learned about their legend to the class.
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Genre:  Multicultural

Synopsis of story:  This book uses side-by-side pictures to show similarities between a white boy in the United States and a dark-skinned African boy. It encourages travel to other countries and learning about other cultures and shows that different cultures can get along.

Standard:  1.4.1 Discuss ideas and select a focus for group stories or other writing.  1.4.2
 Use

various organizational strategies to plan writing
Activity:  Select another first grade classroom from a different country to be pen-pals with. The class will write the letter together with help from the teacher and will send the letter to the class from a different country.  They will receive letters back from the other class and can use the letters to compare their lives, culture, food, etc.  
Standard:  1.3.1 Explain the basic difference between a map* and a globe*.  1.3.2 Identify the

cardinal directions (north, south, east, west) on maps and globes.
Activity:  Use the pen-pal country to show students where the pen-pal country is on a map and on a globe.  Explain the difference between a map and a globe and bring in examples of both for students to look at.  Then discuss the cardinal directions to explain where the pen-pal country is relative to their country.
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Genre:  Multicultural

Synopsis of story:  The daughter of a slave forms a gospel group and goes on tour to raise money to save Frisk University.

Standard:  4.1.7 Explain the roles of various individuals, groups, and movements in the social conflicts leading to the Civil War.
Activity:  Do a mini lesson on slavery in the United States.  Present a brief history of slavery and emphasize the harsh persecution slaves faced day to day.  Look at traditional African spirituals that were sung by slaves and explain why these songs were sung.  Relate this to Elli’s signing of spiritual songs in the book.  Discuss the Civil War and its significance, and then talk about how the Civil War changed Elli’s life and the new opportunities it gave her.  
Standard:  4.5.3 Write informational reports that: 

ask a central question about an issue or situation. 

include facts and details for focus. 

use more than one source of information, including speakers, books, newspapers,

media sources, and online information. 

4.4.3 Write informational pieces with multiple paragraphs that:

provide an introductory paragraph.

establish and support a central idea with a topic sentence at or near the beginning of the first paragraph.

include supporting paragraphs with simple facts, details, and explanations.

present important ideas or events in sequence or in chronological order. 

provide details and transitions to link paragraphs. 

conclude with a paragraph that summarizes the points.
use correct indention at the beginning of paragraphs.
Activity:  Research the life of Ella Sheppard Moore, whom the book is based on

using at least two sources.  The teacher will introduce several sources and explain

how to use them.  Students will write a short biography of Moore’s life including

introductory and concluding paragraphs, body paragraphs supported with details and

research, and correct spelling and grammar usage.
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