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1) Did you meet your lesson objective? How do you know?
Yes, I believe we met our lesson objectives. An example of a cognitive objective that we used was, “Student will demonstrate an understanding of various animal movements by knowing the different sounds and putting the animal and its movement to the sound 70% of the time.” At the end of the lesson I then asked the students questions about the day’s lesson. One question I asked was, “What was one thing you learned today?”  A recurrent response dealt with learning animal sounds and their movements. I then asked the students to visually show me what they meant, and they performed various animal movements along with the correlating sounds. This verified to me that they had learned one of the objectives I set out to teach to them.

2) Pick out one critical incident that happened in class and describe it.
One incident that caught my attention immediately as a safety hazard was students running too closely to the outside of the wrestling mats. The hard gym floor was exposed in several areas and the students had on socks that tended to cause their feet to slip a little when running. The potential of a fall onto the gym floor was high.

3) What was the impact of this incident? What did you do when it happened?
Fortunately no students slipped and fell off the mats. I was concerned a student may fall off the protective mat and onto the hard gym floor and injure themselves. As soon as I saw this problem occurring I stopped the class and gained their full attention. I then instructed them to maintain a safe distance of at least five feet from the edge of the mat when running or participating in any other physical activity that may cause them to fall. Some of the other teachers and myself then positioned ourselves around the outside of the mat to create a “protective barrier” and further prevent a student from coming to closely to the edge of the mat.

4) Now that you’ve thought about it, what would you change?
After further thinking about the possible incident I came up with the solution that we could place tape or cones five feet away from any edge on the mat that is near exposed hard gym floor. This precautionary measure would allow the students to visually see the boundary line. This would also allow the teachers who guarded the edge of the mat to move freely throughout the classroom and provide more instruction to students than in their previous stationary position.

5) How did this experience help you grow as a teacher?
This experience was extremely effective on helping my teamwork skills grow. I tried to listen to the other teachers during the lesson and learn some of their more effective instructional techniques so I could incorporate them into my future individual teaching lessons. It was also a great lesson for collaboration between fellow teachers especially in the lesson plan construction stages. It allowed each teacher to give input on the lesson and then allowed for group discussion over what we thought would and would not be effective teaching strategies for the students.
