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Celebrating Diversity Reflection Paper
	On Sunday April 18th, 2010 I attended a celebrating diversity workshop at Manchester College. I have to admit before the meeting I was not too thrilled about attending the workshop. I viewed myself as a non-prejudice person and I thought the meeting was just going to be a waste of time. However I was in for a big surprise! At the conclusion of the meeting I was shocked at all the new information I learned.										I grew up in a rural setting and did not have much exposure to anything diverse. My family is all Caucasian and they tend to associate themselves with people of the same race. Similarly no one in my family is gay, lesbian, or transsexual. I attended schools where almost all of the students were Caucasian. I also did not know or talk to anyone that was not straight. My experiences growing up led me to almost become ignorant to the issues of ethnicity and sexual orientation. 													At the celebrating diversity meeting I was immediately introduced to a variety of people from a variety of different backgrounds. As I met new people I quickly learned that we had a lot more in common than I previously thought. I previously had the incorrect opinion that just because someone had a different skin color than my own that it made them completely different from me. Throughout the meeting I gained a lot of sensitivity to the race issue. I realized even though a person may have a different skin color; does not mean that we will not enjoy the same things. I felt guilty for my previous thoughts on this issue. I was not previously a racist, but I was also not open to people of different ethnicities. I tried to avoid situations that placed me in new and unusual environments. At the beginning of the meeting I was uncomfortable because I was out of my normal surroundings. However as the meeting progressed and I got to know more and more people I became more comfortable and calm. I not only became more comfortable; I became more open and outspoken with others that were a little different from me. I realized it was fun to get to know others for who they really are as a person, and not to base my opinion of them on their upbringing or personal beliefs. 								I was personally affected the most during the meeting when we talked about how we speak to others regarding race, sexual orientation, and religious beliefs. The two leaders of the meeting performed a skit that involved a phrase, “I jewed the price down”. They continued to show a way to bring up the issue of inappropriate word choice and resolve it in a peaceful manner. I have been guilty of using phrases that are inappropriate in the past. I believe I used these phrases out of ignorance. I now realize that these are sensitive issues and I may offend others. I feel it is of the upmost importance to correct these issues for myself as an individual. I do not only want to stop using these inappropriate phrases; I want to point out to other individuals these issues and help stop the use of degrading word choice.					This workshop will benefit me greatly as a future teacher. I can use the knowledge I learned to apply to myself and my students. I will try to instill into my students the importance of respecting all individuals regardless of their race, sexual orientation, or religious beliefs. I will do this by incorporating activities that force my students to meet and interact with new people, not just their close group of friends. I believe that by meeting new people they will gain a greater respect for the individual and hopefully erase any previous prejudices they may have had.			In conclusion, the celebrating diversity meeting opened my eyes to a number of very important issues. It pointed out personal things to me that I want to correct in order to become a better, more well rounded person. I also realized the importance of educating today’s youth on these sensitive topics and I will do my best to translate what I learned to future generations.
