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“A hundred years from now it will not maner what my bank account was, the sort
of house | lived in, or the kind of car | drove, but the world may be different becaise |
was important in the life of a childy (Kathy Davis) 1 think that this quotc is a great
cxample of why | want to teach, which is why 1 chose 1o do my service project ot
Manchester Church of the Brethren Preschool.

My first grade teacher inspired me to leach. She made leamning fun and kept her
students interested in learning, She would use tactics such as singing and dancing to help
with memonzation and motivation. She would also use games (o her advimlage; we
would have math races on the board, and use fun an projects to help reinforce concepts
and ideas.

[ivervone has been inspired by a teacher at some point in their lives. They have
inspired them to try new things and challenge themsclves. Teachers have a huge impact
i chibei's e thiey v tiei i bav Tor sk Satkise, |-l - chisiigd s chilPs lifh,
get them excited about leamning, and cager to come to school everyday. | may not make a
lot of money, or drive a lancy car, but 1 will have touched a child; inspired them, given
mm;hufmwchmmum This is why | want to teach, and this is why | chose
to volunicer at Manchesier Church of the Brethren Preschool.

I am hoping that through this service project 1 can get a fieel for what it will be
like to teach young children. 1t will give me a head start in my career and allow me to
help my community. [am also hoping to have a lot of fun. 1 love being around children;
they are always full of cnergy and entertaining.

My first day of volunieering was a leaming cxperience for me. | met with the
director of the preschool, Joel Eichenauer, and he explained to me the kinds of things that



I would be doing. | was allowed to jump in whenever | felt necessary. | was to help keep
the children on keep them focused on their projects, and | even pot o play with
them outside.

The next week [ filt a litthe more comfortable around the children. T had an idea
of how their day progressed and knew what to expect. When [ arrive at 10:30 they are all
cngaged in some kind of ant project. They follow that activity with playtime either
outside or in the gym. The day continues with story time and snack.

Ench week became a little more interesting. | was beginning to leam more ahout
the students; how they acted in class, what they liked and disliked. | leamed that one
little boy needed a ot of help (o stay on task. He was casily distracted @nd needed & lot
of positive reinforcement to stay motivated

As my hours continued, | helped pass out papers, and snack. | worked with some
students one-on-one helping them 1o finish projects and stay on task. One day | had to
help a little boy named Austin in the construction of his train that they were doing for an.
The train was made out of different shapes that they had been learing throughout the
week, and he was having a little rouble identifying which shape went where. 1 also pot
to help students with their letiers. They are beginning 1o leamn dilTerent letiers, their
sounds, and how o write them.

Each day was & new cxpericnce, filled with different ups and downs. The
children were excited and always cager to learmn. They kept me on my toes and moving,
and always had a funny story or quote to share. They were a lot of fun 1o work with and [

woiild love to go back on my free time and help out.
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These experiences can casily be imtegrated into the motivation modules in
psychology. Motivation is a need or desire that energizes and directs behavior. This is
something that was displayed everyday in the class. Every child had a desire to do well,
or io be accepted.  Motivation is then broken up inlo three theories, one of which is
instint theory. This was displayed daily in how the children played. 1t was their instinct
whelik:lh_i;ﬂd:rl. They played games such ns store and house, which are all mimics
of wdults.

dl_'.lﬁ_vc_ldmm&mnrisamthﬂmnuﬂltmmdimhm I is the ides that a
physiological need creates an aroused tension state that motivates and organism Lo satisfy
that nced. An example that stands out in my mind is when onc of the fellow volunieers
that | was working with got kicked by one of the students. The volunteer was sitting in
his chair, ¢ .Lﬁtch"ldm:ummmgnhhykktingﬂmmlmm.

[.uﬂl}’iﬂiw motivation can be applicd; which is a desire for significant
accomplishment for mastering skills or ideas, for control, and for rapidly attaining a high
standsrd. All the children wanled high achievemient. When doing their arl projects most
if not all the students wanted their project 1o look like the example that Miss |isa had
shown them. They felt that her way was correct and they want (o mimic that. Another
example would be when the children were sharing stories, cach child wanted their story
1o be betier; they felt that if their story was betier they were the high achiever or had the
high standard.

This whole experience has been great. T had a blast getting to know the students
and being involved in the classroom. 1 really feel secure in my major now, T know that

working with kids is something that [ want to do and something that | feel | am somewhat
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good at. | loved spending time with these youngsters. They kept me entertained and on
toes. | was always anxious to see what they would eome up with next

Volunteering at Manchester Church of the Brethren Preschool was a great
expericnce. It is something that 1 would Jove o contimue if they would allow it
\Fuluminih%ﬁudmﬂmlhuwdmdumnﬂon Teaching children is

something that | want 1o continue for the rest of my life.
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