6
Patterson


My Professional Credo:

Kyle Patterson

Introduction to Teaching EDUC 111

Mrs. Eastman

Abstract

Throughout my whole life, with the help of my family, friends, and teachers I have discovered who I am, both as a student, and as a teacher.  Because of these relationships I have developed a friendly and helping personality, along with a great sense of humor, all of which have shaped the way I think about teaching.  I believe that a classroom should be a place where students should feel safe from harm and peer humiliation.  As a teacher, I feel that it is my task and job to help young minds grow and find themselves as individuals.  My goal is to create an environment where students feel comfortable asking questions, giving answers, and just plain talking.  It is also my goal to assist them to develop the skills required to not only succeed academically, but also in their lives in the unknown future.

My Professional Credo

Albert Einstein once said, “Education is what remains after one has forgotten what he has learned in school,” (Brainy Media, 2009), and I truly believe this.  As an educator, I believe that what is true now, might not always be true in the future. One of the best ways to prepare students for the future is to equip them with problem solving strategies that will enable them to discover meaningful knowledge at various stages of their lives.  I believe it is also important to have a relationship with your students. Many of my past teachers have had a profound effect in my life.  I don’t think I would have found out who I am, and what I want to be without these relationships. As a teacher, my goal will be to create an environment where my students can feel comfortable asking questions, giving answers, and to assist them in developing the skills required to succeed not only academically, but also in the unknown future. 


Philosophically speaking, knowledge incites a list of questions: “What knowledge is true?” or “How do we decide between opposing views of knowledge?”  After studying epistemology, I have found that the most important question for me to ask myself is “what is the most appropriate means of conveying my content to the students?” Epistemology states that there are five ways people know things about the world, and I hope to incorporate two of these in my lessons.  The first is knowledge based on authority.  I hope the students will see me as an expert in the field of Spanish, and therefore will trust what I am teaching.  I will also offer other means of authority, such as textbooks, guest speakers, movies, and Internet sites to name a few.  The second one is knowledge based on empiricism or experiences. The only way, in my opinion, to learn another language is repetition that comes from speaking and hearing people speak the language.  By speaking Spanish most of the time in the class, I hope the students will be able to pick up on the ways things are punctuated and will be able to understand it when they hear someone else speaking it. 

In examining myself as an educator, I have come to realize that there is one teaching philosophy that fits me rather well.  My philosophical view on education is progressivism.  I believe that education should be child-centered, rather than focused on the teacher or content area.  In my experiences, students learned and listened more when the curriculum was derived from their interests.  By making my curriculum based on student interest, I hope to have a give-and-take of ideas in my classroom.  I anticipate an environment where the students are not afraid to speak their opinions or answer questions.  Students learn more by hearing the thoughts and opinions of their peers, rather than constantly hearing mine.  I hope to incorporate a variety of group activities in hopes that the students will be able to use problem solving, and help each other out when needed.  By doing this, I am giving my students the ability to work well in groups, and develop inter-personal skills. Developing these skills now could also be beneficial to them in the future. 

Although the guidelines set by the government are important to meet, I feel that in my content area the most important guideline for me to meet is teaching the students the ability to speak and understand Spanish.  As a young child, we were first taught and learned our language by speaking it.  I feel that the reading and writing ability will then follow.  Many teachers, in my opinion, put too much focus on the writing and reading ability and not enough on the speaking.  I hope to incorporate oral exams frequently.  By doing this, I am incorporating the writing, vocabulary and verb forms all in one.  I am also helping the students gain self-confidence in themselves and in their public speaking skills.  It is my observation that students find it a lot more fun when they know how to speak a language, because you see them doing it all the time.  I also feel that the ability to speak another language trumps the ability to write it in the “real world”, which is after all, what I will be preparing them to do.  Another guideline that I hope to set for my class is not solely relying on paper and pencil test scores for evaluation.  Students seem to always stress out and worry too much about tests and grades.  Don’t get me wrong, tests and grades are important, however, I just want the student to be evaluated in the way they feel most comfortable. I hope to allow students to select a method of learning that is best suited to them and provide guidelines that will also ensure that they have opportunities to experience a variety of learning methods. 


Of all the philosophies and beliefs that teachers hold regarding education, I believe in constructivism.  I feel that I look at the processes of learning, rather than the learning behavior.  I would like my classroom to be a place where students are engaging in active learning and where the student is continually striving to make sense regarding the activities around them.  I recognize as a teacher that a student is constantly influenced by factors outside of the classroom such as, prior knowledge, experience, attitudes, and their social interactions.  My goal will be to make my curriculum based around the students, rather than around the teacher.  The students are the answer to learning, so it is in their interests and ideas that I will try to base my curriculum, while still keeping in mind the required standards and concepts they must master.


As teachers, I believe that we are very influential and lay the foundation for students to be successful in life.  My teachers have helped me throughout my life and are a major reason for the person I am today.  They have given me knowledge, patience, and the passion to help others.  All of these qualities are the ingredients for a great learning environment.  Kathy Davis  (2000) once said, “ A hundred years from now it will not matter what my bank account was, the sort of house I lived in, or the kind of car I drove, but the world may be different because I was important in the life of a child”  (p.  1).  I could not have said it any better to sum up what I think about teaching, and what I hope to do as a teacher.
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