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Abstract

John Quincy Adams once said, “If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more and become more, you are a leader
.”  Throughout my entire life, I have striven to embody this statement.  I have understood that actions do indeed speak louder than words.  As a student, I chose to model my opinions rather than voice them through making smart decisions and working hard both in and out of class.  Now as a teacher, I hope to inspire my students to dream big and achieve even bigger things in their lives.  In the field of the sciences, the content will be of vital importance.  I will interweave essentialistic and progressive methods in order to not only teach the basic concepts behind chemistry and physics, but also show the practical applications of this material
.
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My foremost goal for my future students is for them to know the content.  Chemistry and physics are very much fact-oriented and thus these underlying ideas need to be understood.  Essentialism is, to an extent, necessary in the teaching of the sciences.  However, once the basics are learned, the usefulness of the new-found knowledge will be explored.  Examples of physics and chemistry are inevitable in everyday life, from driving a car to the food we eat.  I will help my students see these real-life instances where the concepts explored in class are actually seen.  Demonstrations and hands-on lab experiments will be crucial in accomplishing this.  I feel that knowing the applications of the subject matter will allow my students to be more interested in the content and thus more motivated to learn and perform to their best ability.  Most students do indeed wonder, “Why do I need this class?” or something of the sort.  Especially in chemistry and physics, if the class is not taught properly, the “why” will never be answered
.  Once pupils can see the value of the topics they are learning, they will be able to see why they need to understand the material.
 Several methods will be used for evaluating students’ progress in my classroom.  Since all students have different strengths with different assessment tools, many types will be incorporated.  Most importantly, a student’s ability to restate a topic in his own words or explain it to a classmate 
will demonstrate knowledge of the subject.  The best way to learn something is to teach it
, after all.  Traditional methods such as written testing will be used as well.  In order to synthesize all the knowledge gained on a subject, laboratory-type evaluations will also be utilized.  Students will have to create their own procedure to verify a conclusion.  I feel that evaluation cannot be completely ignored; on the contrary, students need to be prepared for the assessments and evaluations they will undergo in the workforce.  These three methods of evaluation will be able to include most students’ strengths, and give every learner an opportunity to shine.
I believe the main goal of any teacher should be to pass along their knowledge in their specific content area.  Through this, however, other life lessons may be taught.  The simple skills needed for survival in the “real world” can be incorporated into the various aspects of the course.  Students must have both the ability to work with others, as well as independently.  They have to learn to be responsible for their own actions and these actions’ results.  Teachers are responsible for passing these skills onto their learners.  They must instill self-motivation in their students, so in the end, they are able and willing to learn without an educator telling them exactly what they need to do.  Once students realize how they learn and how to be effectual with their study habits, they are able to be successful in every aspect of life.  An effective teacher is one who is not only able to teach specific content material, but also make his or her students capable learners on their own
.
Following the words of John Quincy Adams, teachers must be leaders.  They are immediately put on a pedestal as soon as they are recognized as educators.  Thus, teachers must not follow the “do as I say, not as I do” approach to life.  I have had teachers who were both great and not-so-great examples of this.  One English teacher would take nearly a semester to return graded essays.  On the other hand, one U.S. History instructor would have tests graded the very same day they were taken.  If punctuality by the student is crucial for turning assignments, the teacher must also return the graded papers in good time
.  Teachers must always put their best foot forward, inside and outside the classroom.  They must lead decent lives, as they will be under constant scrutiny from the public.  Through leading by example, teachers should be able to inspire their students to do the same.

Students need to feel comfortable around their teachers.  However, educators do not need to be the students’ “friend”.  They simply need to present an approachable appearance and personality.  I hope to be able to help my students as often as they need.  Teachers, although they are in a position of authority, should not be set above their students.  They should be able to see the situations of their students and help each learner at his or her own level.  A class is not a single unit; rather, it should be viewed as a collection of different people from different backgrounds.  Different methods will be required for each learner, and I will be an effective teacher for all
.
The central essence of my teaching philosophy will, indeed, be to lead by example.  I will count myself successful if I have at least one student who realizes their
 full potential and goes on to achieve it.  My students will be able to see my passion
 for chemistry and physics, and through this they will be motivated to learn the material as well.  I will aim to inspire my students to dream more, learn more, do more, and become more than they ever thought possible
.
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